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Hon. E. H. Harris: But the Arbitration
Court president is not bound by the decision
of his predecessors.

The COLONIAL~ SECRETARY: The
registrar holds that he must register a trades
union applying fox registration.

Hon. J. Cornell: If their rules are con-
sistent with the Act.

Haon. E. H. Harris: Bgt the Act pro-vides that it may be submitted to the
president.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
registrar tells mne he registers them without
question. At present two officials are deal-
ing with~ the registration at industrial
unions, and it is possible for Mr. Bennett,
to register a society as a trades union awli
for LMr. Walsh to register a union under the
Arbitration Act. That is a form of dual
control likely to beaome confusing. Surely
one channel of action should be sufficient.
Then, as 21$,. Kitson has pointed out, there
is division of Ministerial control. Mir. Me-
Callum, the 2)finster for Labour, is charged
with the administration of the Industrial
Arbitration Act, and the Registrar or
Friendly Societies is under my eontrol.. This
is an impossible position, and should not
be permitted to continue. Parliament has
authorised two Ministers to handle the same
class of industrial matter,, and there is
divided responrsibility. If 1, as Minister,
were to give the slightest provocation to
either parties, there would be a first-class
quarrel ini a short time. Commnonsense aug.
gests that the administration of the Act
should be under one Minister. A conference
between representatives of the employers
and of the employees wag held on the 21st
March, 1922, to discusis arbitration law. The
then Acting Premier, 'Mr. COlebatch, pre-
sided, and the following gentlemen attended :
-Employers' representatives: Messrs.E. 0.
Law, president of the Employers' Federa-
tion; 0. L. BloRome, Chamber of Mines;
J. P. Allen, president of the Fremantle
Chamber of Commerce; F. S. Andrews,
secretary Employers' Federation: and S. J.
Meclibbon, Prinmary Producers. Enioloyees'
representatives : Messrs. A. H. Penton,
Mf.L.P., J. JT. Kenneally. R) H. Barker, H.
Svmnonds, and WV. D. fohnson. They asked
the Acting Premier to place the adminis-
tration of the Act under the registrar of
industrial unions. Ia accordance with the
promise given by Mr. Colebatch, the Bill
should have been introduced long ago. It is
in fulfilment of that promise that the pre-
sent Government have brought down the
Bill.

Ron. G. W. Miles: floes the Bill bring it
under the one Minister.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
and the one officer; there is in the Bill no
other amendment of the Act.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjotrned at 6.8 p.m.
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QUESTIONS (2)-LAND FOR CLOSER
SETTLEMENT.

Kojonup.Dcnrnark.

Mir. A. WANSBROTJ'H asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, What is the total acre-
age of land on the Franklasid River, between
Rojonup and Denmark.' 2, Hiow much of
suich land is held undter lease for pastoral
purposes? 3, Is such land suitable for closer
settlement? 4, Is such land suitable for the
cultivation of cereals or fruit?

The MIN[STER FOR LANDS replied:
1, 408,000 acres,( being a strip of land five
miles on each side of the Frankland River
from its mouth to the juction of Towerlup
Brook andt Gorden River. 2, 20,370 acres.
3, Detailed classifications have not boon
made of the whole area in question. 4, P'or-
tions only would be suitable for fruit grow-
ing.

Ongcrup-Ncwdcgatc.
Mr. A. WANSEROIJOR asked the Min-

ister f or Lands: 1, What is the lost acreage
of agricultural land lying between Ongerup
and Neirdegate?1 2, What is the total acre-
age nlready .alicoated? 3, Is such land suit-
able for closer settlement.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, 1,080,000 acres. 2, 113,500 acres, 3, The
classification discloses that the unalienated
land is only suited for rough grazing.

QUESTION-TAMMIN RAILWAY
STATION.

Compenmation for Injuries.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: What amount has been paid in
compensation for injuries received by pas-
sengers alighting froat trains at Tearia
station?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Al) the -information available in the
department was given in reply to a similar
qUtstion on the 10th instant.

11r. Griflithis: 'They are very slack.

PERTH M'%ARKETS SELECT
COMIEMTTEE.

Discretion to admit rress.

11r. MANN (Perth) [4.35]: I move-

That the Standing Orders having refeor-
once to the publication of the proceedings
of a sehcet cmmittee be suspended so far
as to permnit of the select committce ap-
pointed to report on the establishment of
metropolitan markets exercising its dis-
cnetiois in admittiag the Press to its
meetings.

Thew select committee find that a large num-
ber of people interested in this matter are
not aware that an inquiry is being held.
Yesterday we visited the M1idland saleyards
and got into touch with a number of pro-
ducers of beef and mutton, but not until we
met them did they know anything of the
inquiry. By visiting the early morning
markets, too, we found that producers arc
not aware of the inquiry. This is not an
investigation into a Government department,
nor is it sn inquiry that might lead to re-
flections being cast upon any official or
other person. The object is to obtain in-
formation thnt will be of value to the House,
and the Committee think the publication of
such evidence as they consider it desirable
to make known will have a beneficial effect
in eliciting further evidence from interested
parties. Last week we got into touch with
a gt-ntlenmn from MYanchester, who is an ex-
pert on market matters, and obtained valu-
able evidence from him. If that evidence
were published, it would arouse interest
among people connected with markets, be-
sides being of interest to members of the
House.

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS (lion.
W. C. Angwin-North-East Fremantie)
[4.371: 1 oppose the motion. Only last
session the then Government opposed a
similar motion.

ITon. Sir JIame" Mitehell: What was it?
I do not remember it.

The INISTER FOE LANDS: It was
a similar request by the member for
Collie.

M.Nr. Mann: That was quite a different
matter.

The MT'fNTSTER FOR LANDS: It is not
alway' s wise to publish evidence that is
not given on oath, because wrong state-
ments may be made.

MNr. Taylor: And very damaging state-
meats at times.

The M 2INISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. T
am objecting to the principle. The framers
,of our Standing Orders laid down clearly

that the evidence taken by a select COM-
mittee, and the documents preseated to
it, which have not been reported to the
House, shall not be disclosed or published
by any member of the committee or any
other person. I have known of select
counuittees that found it necessary to pro-
hibit the publication, even to member;, of
certain. evidence that was tendered, and
it was notified from the Chair that if any
member desired to see the evidence, he
could ohtain it from Parliament.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Could not the
select committee take evidence on oath?

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: 'Under
our Standing Orders there is no one ema-
powered to administer an oath, though it
has been done many times. The select
commnittee is appointed purely to make
inquiries on behalf of Parliament, so that
Inenibors may be directed in their attitude
when they consider the question. The
member for Peith said it would be of
interest to members to have the evidence
publishied. WVhen the report is submitted,
the notes of evidence are also submitted,
so that every member has an opportunity
to peruse the statements of the various
witnesses.

M1r. Mfan: My object is to get further
evidence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is the
duty of the committee to see that they get
all the evidence obtainable, and to present
it, together wvith their conclusions, to the
House, It would be dangerous to permit
select committees to open their proceed-
ings to the Press. I do not wish to be
egotistical, but the Press have never been
represented at any select committee of
which I have been a member. Standing,
Order No. 3.51 reads--

-No strangers or members not being
of the committee shall be admiitted at
any time to a secret committee.

I know that a select committee have power
to admit strangers while witnesses are
being examined. However, the rules of
evidence Are not always complied wit.,.
Very few members understand the rules
of evidence, ad many of the quetions
put by members of a select committee arc
leading questions. There is always a tend-
ency to lead a person to make statements,
and a witness may find himself involved
in an action for libel. At a select c-mm-
mittee a witness is not protected1 in any
way.

Mr. Taylor: He has to st-ir.'J uip to
cross-exmaminatiou, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, lbnt
often statements are made because riem-
hers of select committees are not experi.
peed in taking evidence. In a conrt the
judge protects a witness, and sees that he
does not say anything that might involve
him in an action for damages. At a select
committee a witnesis has not this Drotec-
tion. Thus, by permitting the publira'ion
of the evidence, a person aughbt lay him-
self open to libel-tbongh that is hardly
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likely in this instance-and at leaist might
become involved in heavy law costs. I
supported the previous Government in
objecting to a select committee being open
to the Press.

Hon. Sir Jamres Mitchell: Which oine?
The MINISTER FOR LANDPS : The

Soldier Settlement Committee. The ioem-
her for Perth (Mr. Mann) also objected
to admitting the Press t9 that Inquiry.
He realised the danger of it. Ylet he is
now asking for permissioal to do s'-ume-
thing which last year he recogriise-I shoal
not be allowed.

Ho,,. Sir JTAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thorn) [4.451: 1 do not remember the case
to which the 'Minister for Lands has
alluded. One can readily understand,
however, that each inquiry must in this
respect be considered on its ow, merits.
T could quite understand the House object-
ing to such a motion as this where a select
committee was inquiring into the ease of
an individual. Similarly I have objected
to the nroduction of files9 relating to in-dividnals. But this is an entirely different
motter.

The 'Minister for Lands: A tale can be
made ap for any select committee that
comes along.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I could
not mak~e up a tale for any select com-
mittee. The 'Minister wishfes to judge
me by himself. Tn this instance it wouldI
surely be of interest to the metropolitan
area to have the evidence from day to
day. If witnesses went before the select
comnmittee knowing that they could as'y
what they pleased, whether it weas fart or
not, the evidence might be vallcs4. and
the position would be danurerous. Doubt-
less the chairman of this select c~niunittee
does not know the law of evidenc; but,
having regard to the interest of the snb-
jeet, we should help the committee, which
is inquiring into a subject of poblie inter.
est and importance. At Royal Commis-
sions the Press is admitted and reports
the evidence.

The Minister for Lands: Royal Commis-
sinsi proceed under a different Act.

Hon. Sir JAMES MfITCHELL: That is
SO-

The Minister for Lands: I object to this
kind of thing in all cases.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then it
seemis hardly worth while to argue with
the Minister. The reason for the motion,
I understand, is that persons reading the
evidence, and baying other evidence to
give, w~ould be moved to dto so. The cir-
eumstaneres of the ease referred to byv the
Minister for Lands were probably quite
different from those of the present ease.
I hope the Government will relax a littl'
and agree to this evidence being reportedi
in the Press. No harm could result to any
individual from the publication of evi-
dence relating to marketing.

lHon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
f4.301]: The matter into which the select
committee is inquiring is one of vital imi-
portance to all the people of the metropoli-
tan area. My experience has been that a
job which is everybody's business becomes
nobody's business, and does not get done.
I agree with the member for Perth that it
would be advisable to give the subject of
marketing all possible publicity, making
everybody cognisant of what is going on,
mid getting all the people who should be
interested, directly interested. In a mntter
(if such biroad public importance it is ex-
treinely difficult for the select committee to
choose the people who should give evidence.
If they make a selection, they are accused
of not making the inquiry broad enough.
If they do not make a selection, they get
no evidence. The remedy is to publish the
evidence, and thus attract the attention of
people interested. The Standing Order
which forbids the publication of evidence,
also gives the House the right to say when
the operation of the Standing Order should
he suspended. On a previous occasion Par-
hirent refused to suspend the Standing
Order. Had I been in the House at the
time, I would have voted against the mo-
tion, because everybody knew that during
the investiations of the select committee
in question, statements very ,unfair to indi-
vidluals would be made, statements largely
of no value to the select committee in its
investigations. To my mind there is no
comparison between thec two inquiries. In
the. one case there was much personal feeling
against nmemhers of a Ministry and against
vaious officers. In this instaince, however,
there can b, no p,-rsoonl fe liug. The sub-
je- t of marketing is one with which Parlia-
went hai attempted to deal for the last 10
or 12 years, and without getting any fur-
thpr forward. We want to call the public in
and get everyone interested to lend a hand
in solving the problem. Therefore I we]-
come the motion of the member for Perth.
In the multitude of counsellors obtained
thre, iublicity we shall ultinmately find
wisdom, atn I the means of dratting a policy
which Parliament n-ill be nlp to put into
O7Ctfltinn. The question of marketing is all-
important to-day. litn m own electorate tine
wi~tin in that respect is deplorable. To
iny electorate wre produce, hutt we cannot
solve the marketing problem. That prob-
lent should le solved at the earliest possible
,ioncnt. The greater the publicity, the
better the lrospects of success.

The M.kINISTER FOR MNITNf9 (Hlon. '.I
F'. Trov--Mft. M1agnet) [4.561: 1 also op-
pow~ the motion, andi for the reasons given
by' tho Minister for Lands. Some years ago
I was responisible for the aproviatment of a
se?ect committee, and wlen it came to the
takiwr' of evidence I was advised that the
publication of the evi,nee would lay wit-
nesses; open to actions for libel. Accordl-
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igly I refrained from having the evidence
pablished.

Mr. Taylov: Bat that was a good while
ago.

The MINJISTEtR FOR M1INES: Yet. I
have no doubt that the member far Perth
is actuated by good intentions and would
exercise evrery discretion; but what does lie
know about what is libellous and what is
not libelloost The evidence is not given im
oath, and the member has no idea whether
it is truthful or untruthful. How is the
lion, member to judge what is to be ad-
mitted and what is aot to be admitted,
and what is to be published and what is not
to be published? Further, what would hap-
Pell if a witness were sued or prosecuted for
libel! lie would look to the State for corn-
peoisation. He would say, ''You called me
as a witIneis, and I gave this evidence,
which I now learn is lihellous. I was nt
protected by the select Committee. There-
fore I now ask the Governtment for VUulpensa-
tion' The principle is dangerous in view
of what may happen.

M1r. Mann: But the class of evidence in
this inquiry does not bear on libellous mat-
ters.

'the INISTER FOR Mfl4ES:. Some
wvitnesses might reflect on those at present
conducting the markets. That might be
some of the must valuable evidence the sel-
ect committee could get. I advise the hon.
member not to proceed with the motion.
If the evidence is to be published in the
Press, then every -witness will hare to be
informed that his statments before the sel-
ect committee may lay him open to an ac-
tion for libel.

Mr. CORBOY (Tilgarn) [4.59]). 1 have
a vivid] recollection of a debate which took
place some two years ago in this Chamber
on an exactly similar motion. The question
was thrashed out thoroughly on that occa-

s. While is. agreement with the Minister
for Mines asm to the libel aspect of these in-
quiries, I am more concerned regarding the
basis of operations of select commit-
tees. The essential thing is that the House,
in order to obtain information for itself,
appoints a select committee to inquire. The
select committee would not be inquiring on
hehoif of the Press or the public or anyone
else, but solely on behalf of this Chamber.
Therefore it would be illogical for the select
committee to publish the evidence broadcast
through thle Press, before presenting a re-
port on the evideace to the House. Strange
to say, on the previous occasion every mem-
ber now sitting opposite who was here in
those days, -voted against a motion exactly
similar to the present one. Indeed, the
mover of this motion voted against tiat
motion.

Mr. Mann.: The circumstancea were not
the game.

MV. CORBOT: ThS circumnstanes dto not
matter a Beraj. So long as the inquiry is

being made by a select committeeI the porin-
ciple is stiUl there. Is this ak select coin-
mitte to intorni the House, or a select com-
ujittee to publish a lot of stuff in the news-
papers? I am reminded that the then Mini-
iater for Mines led the charge against iLe
motion when a similar proposition was be-
fore the Chamber a couple of years ego. lie
i-aid that there could be only one or two
reasons actuating a member in moving such,
a motion. It was either to get undue j'u!-
lie ity or to go scavenging for evitlenie.
Neither of those reasons is sufficient to Jun-
tify granting the permission sought by the
member for Perth. On that occasion ithe
whale debate hinged on the question whetht~r
the select commnittee, aqs a eommittee of Ibis
Hocme, mhould report to us or to soarincl
else through the Frees.

Mr. Taylor: That is right.
Mr. (OIIRBOY: On a division the Houge

bN a majority of two to one decided againtit
ag-ruviIx to the miotion. It was decided that
the selet committee must first report to this
lon xc. The point was stressed during the
debate that on one occasion only-the Wit
(lnt city Band inquiry-had any such pur-
mission teen granted. It was then asserted
that apparently the request was to becomie
a common practice, that anyone moving for
a select commnittee would also move for the
admission of the Press. The House, how-
ever, on every other occasion has decided to
stand by the Standing Orders. It seems to
me that our Standing Orders have boen
framed in the best interests of all concerned.
I may be reminded that I was one of the
minority who voted for a similar motion.
The Minister for Lands alsto voted in the
minority.

The Minister for Lands: That was your
falt: ynn kept me over there.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, the Minister had
indicated that he was against the motion
and during the time the division bells were
ringing, he was speaking to me. When the
bells eassed he was on the wrong side of the
House and his vote was recorded contrary to
the way he desired. I have refreshed "-y
memory by perusing "Hansard" to find
out what took place. As a member of the
select committee concerned, my colleagues
had decided to ask that the proceedings
should be open to the Press and I said on
that occasion that I was not much concerned
as to the fate of the motion but that I
would stand by my colleagues. In myt
opinion there is a danger in.' admitting the
Press to these* inqtiiriea

Mir. THOMSON (Katinng) (53]: 1
hope the- Eouse will agrer to the motion on
this ocedsiost.

Mr. Corlloy: You *Ore one of the majority
agaiht a sailar Motion olk the occasion 1
refer to.

Mrt TRTOMS&: That it ad. The motion
before us now sets out 1iS the commiittee
desiro the admisin of'tile PrbsU subject to
the discretion of the commlittee.
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The Minister for Lands: That might-be
dangerous.

Mr. THOMSON: I have sufficient tiifh
in the committee's discretion as to the ad-
mision of the Press. If the object of the
committee is to he achieved and a report
is to be furnished to Parliament and to the
State generally that will be beneficial to afl
concerned, the publicity to he gained will
be of advantage. It may be right in theory
that select committees are appointed to gain
information for and to report to, the House.
In practice, however, select committees are
appointed because of a desire on the part
of an hon. member to accomplish some ob-
jective. There is no comparison between the
select committee under discussion and the
one for which permission to admit the Press
was refused. The select committee dealing
with the metropolitan marketing question is
not such as to allow of much possibility ot
witnesses being charged wvith libellous state-
ments.

The Minister for Railways: If a man says
hie has been robbed by a certain middle-
man, what about it then?

Mr. THOMSON: Should a man make
such a statement, the committee would say
to the Press representatives, ''That state-
meitt isut not he published.''

Eon. S. W. Munsie: I bad that experi-
ence. I instructed the Press not to publish
something, andl it appeared in the paper
next morning in detail.

Mr. THOMSON: Should such a thing
occur, the Press would not come to the com-
mittee meetings again.

li. 4. W. Munsie: That "-as what hap,-
penedl on the occasion I refer to. I brought
the matter up promptly next morning.

Mr. THOMSON: I hope the Press will
be admitted to the present inquiry, and we
car, rely on the discretion of the committee
and of the Press representatives regarding
the matter to be published. On this occa-
sion the Press will have it clearly laid down
that reporters wrill be able to attend the
select committee meetings, subje~t to the
right of the chairman and of the committee
to say what shalt not be published. As to
the suggestion that the Press would publish
the report of tbe committee before it was
presented to the House, I have never heard
of any such happening.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [5.91: 1
oppose the motion. I~t is a serious matter
to start juggling with the Standing Orders.
I was struck by the remarks of the 'Minister
for Lands and of the Minister for Mines.
There is a good deal in their contention.
There is no necessity for the committee to
worry about the publicity standpoint, be-
cause they can always avail themselves of
the Press in any particular district where
the people are interested. If people are not
sufficiently concerned with the subject un-
der investigation, let them take the conse-
quences. There is no necessity for a depart-
ure from the ordinary procedure regarding

select committees. I was struck by the
flippancy with which some hon, members re-
garded the fact that they bad voted in a
different way on a former occasion. It ap-
pealed to me as extraordinary. It would a]-
most appear as if those hon. members had
voted in accordance with the pireumestanees
at the time, and not in accordance with their
principles.

Mir. Mann: Each ease must be dealt
with on its merits.

Mr. TEESDALE: No reason has been
advanced for suspending the Standing
Orders. If we agree to the motion we will
open the door to other Rules of the House
being set aside. We might also be asked to
suspecnd the Standing Orders relating to dis-
orderly conduct. We do not kaowv where
such motions will lead us.

Mir. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [5.11]:
The Standing Orders were framed by those
whli realised the necessity of this House
being the first to know the result of in-
quiries by select committees appointed by
this Chamber. Formerly when a member
moved for the appointment of a select
committee, he knew what he was after.
All the assistance he had was from the
Clerk of the Rouse, who sent ant notices to
people who were asked to give evidence be-
fore the~ committee. Now select commit-
tees have a secretary from a Government
department, a stenogi apher, and all sorts of
paraphernalia, and they go skirmishing
round for evidencee. The only reason ad-
vanced by the member for Perth (Mr.
Mann) in .support of the motion was that
the people dlid not know the comnmittee had
been appointed, and that if some of the,
evidence was published it wouldl interest
those who were concerned ia this most inm-
portant inquiry. There is so much apathy
about it that it seems to me there cannot
be much necessity for the inquiry. If
people who are concerned about the neces-
sity for improved marketing facilities in
the nmetriolititn area are so interested,
they should be only too ready to give evi-
d:'-nre. The member for Perth said only
by putting the people wise to the fact that
a committee was sitting, was it possihle to
get the evidence required. He said that
the committee had visited the markets and
the abattoirs during the early honrs, and
that the people there had been surprised to
hear that such a comrmittee of inquiry had
been appointed.

Mr. Teesdale: It must be a very burning
question.

M11r: TAYLOR: The object of the motion
is merely to galvanise, life into those wbo
are supposed to be suffering from the need
of metropolitan markets. It is dangerous
to interfere with our Standing Orders for
the purposes; hdieatc4l by the member for
Perth. We should not suspend them for
the purpose of establishing an advertising
medium. The member for Gluildford (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) said that the people were
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languishing and perishing for markets, and
yet they will not give evidence. It is ab-
sued. If the member for Perth had ad-
vianced some good grounds for his motion,
and had indicated that it was not merely
foe advertising purposes, I would have sup-
ported him. I am opposed to the suspen-
sion of the Standing Orders in order to
allow the Press to attend the select conm-
inittee. The House appointed the commit-
tee to make inquiries, and the evidence and
reports should be hubuhitted to the House
betore being lvublished.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.16]:. I sup-
port the motion. It is necessary that the
evidence should be published. The question
of the admission of the Press to each select
4commnittee should he decided on its merits.
TBeneficial results can follow the admission
of the Press to the proceedings of the Mar-
ketiag 'Select Committee.

Thle 'Minister for Lands: A few days ago
we had published in the Press evidence
taken before a selct ceommittee of another
place, evidence dealing with storm water
rate, and it drove some Fremantle people
nearly mad.

Mr. SAMPSON: During the last Parlia-
mient, when the Perth Marketing Bill was
brought down, many growers were unaware
of that measure until long after it had been
considered by the House. Many Of those
growers are in a position to come along and
give the select committee expert evidence
if only they can be made aware of the
existence of the committee.

The Minister for Lands: Let the commit-
tee advertise for witnesses.

M1r. HAMPSO-N: No injury can be dlone
to anyhody by the carrying of the motion.
After all, the evidence given before an
ordinary inquiry, if libellous, is equally dan-
genus with that given before a select corn-
msittee. We have on thle committee a solici-
tor in the person of the member for ('lare-
miont (M1r. North), and I take it assistance
would be given to witnesses. to ensure that
nothing libellons should be said. The use-
fulness of the committee's inquiry will he
very much limited unless the utmost pub-
licity beo givenl to the evidenee taken. That
puliicity of evidence will bring other evi-
dence, and thus in the end it will be cons-
peterit for the committee to bring forward
a practical recommendation in respect of
marketing. I endorse every word said by
th~e members for Perth (Mr. Mann) and for
Guildford (lion. WV. D. Johnson). The
committee has an imiportant work to do, and
this Hoss, can assist it hy permitting the
Press to he present. I hope the motion wvill
he cardied.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
15.1 MI: I will not support the motion. We
are going so far with these select comn-
nmittees and other inquiries that presently
we s~hall be, wondering what on earth we
require Ministers for. If we go much fur-

th.er than wve have been going during the
last few weeks, Ministers will be relieved
of practically all responsibility.

The Minister for Lands: Say the last few
years, not the last few weeks.

Mr. GEORGE: Well, the last few years.
The point is emphasised in the publication
of the evidence referred to by the Minister
for Lands a few minutes ago. It is en-
tirely improper to publish evidence taken
before select committees, at all events before
the report has been submnitted to Parlis-
nient. Tire work of departments is being
hindered and the objects of the Government
thwarted. What for? For a fishing in-
quiry; nothing else. The argument used
is that by publishing the evidence in the
Press, the committee wilt get Tom, Dick
and ltarry to t.ome forward and give their
views. There is nothing to prevent the
Press giving in their items of news notice
that the inq 'iry is being made.

Tile M1inister for Lands: The newspapers
are willing to insert advertisements.

Mr. GEORGE: It is wvithin the powers
of the select committee to advertise. I ask
the Hlouse to consider how far they are
going to let this business proceed. To my
mind it is stealing away the rights of hon.
members. I aml not complaining about the
Press reports, but I say the very object
for which these committees arc appointed
is that theyF shall inform Other members
of the Chamber of what they have discov-
ered.' But to broadcast the evidence taken
hcfore the select committee is entirely
wrong. As to the puiblication going on day
after day in the 'Daily News," I can only
think that people miust be wondering wha~t
they buy newsipapers tor. No wonder some

calple say, ''Hang your polities and hang

envur select committees' For my part i
would hang somebody else. I oppose the
montion. The House should be careful of
inlAdio us infringements of its privileges
and rights.

Mr. Hughes: You hare expressed your
views on newspapers before.

Mr. GEORGE. The Press publishes from
day to day news of what has taken place
in the, Hlouse. That is nil right, huit the
publication of evidence hefore a select com-
mittee is quite another thing. I have the
greatest respect for the gent'emen of the
Press.

Mr. Mlarshall : Then you must have been
convertedl since the last issue of the ''Sun-
day Time.''

Mlr. (IEOINIE: So tar as that so-called
nonspa per-''hash-wrapper'' it mnight be
termed-gore. I could not imungine the
"Sundav Timis'" or anybody connected

with it being al:le to ilo any harm to any-
bo ly at rill. When I spoke of respectiniz
the' LentleR1un Of thle L'reS, I was ieferring
to big men. The Minister for Lands has;
put forward a gnarl argument against the
public-ition of evidvnce taken before select
cormnttevs-. I am s-orryr to oppose the mem-
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her for Perth, because I knew he is very
earnebu what he is doing.

Mr. Corboy: You are consistent anyhow.
Mfr. GEORGE: I do not like these refer-

ences to how a man votes. Some call me
the oldest tory in the place. I amn not a
tory at all, but I say we have to keep up
with the times. I try to keep up with the
times.

M r. Corboy: The ''Sunday Times"
Mr. GEORGE: If, having given my views

on a subject I subsequently discover other
considerations, thea I anm only right in
modifying, my views. However, I will op-
pose the motion.

Question put and a division taken witb
the following result-

Ayes .. .- .- .

Noes .. . . .- 23

Majority against .. 7

Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown

Mr. Dawy
Mr. Griffths
Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. E1. B. Johnston
Mr. Latham
Mr. Mann

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Angwln
Mr. Chessnu
Mr. Corhor
Mr. Cunningham
M r. George
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lemond
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Lutay
Mr. Marshall

AYes8.

NoN

Sir James Mtchell
Mr. North
M~r. Sampsoa
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Tlhomson
Mr. 0. P. Wainabrollgh
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Richardson

(railer.)

Mr. McCallum
Mr. Muasis
Mr. Panton
Mr. Sleea
Mr. Stuhbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Tecednie
Mr. A. Wan brough
Mr. Wilicocc
Mr. Withers
Mr. CoverleY

(Teller.)

Question thus negatived.

EBILTrJUEY ACT AMEND'MENT.

Third Rendingl.

The MI'NISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon1.
J. C. Willcock-Gernldton) [5.28]: I move:

Thai the Bill be nowe reed a third time.

As to further Recommittal.

M.%r. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [5.29]: 1
moe an amendment-

That the Bill be recommnitted so far as
to permit of recoaridcration of Clause 6
and eoasidcrtiott of the new clazse ap-
pearing on the Notice Paper.

Memibers will remember what happened a
few nights ago when I and others on this

aide wvere debarred froin voting on this
question.

Hlon. Sir James Mitchell: No, yen were
not.

Mr. Taylor: You were not atteniding to,
your duty.

M.Nr. SLEEMAN: At the time there were
a few who thought we were not attending
to our duty. However, it is the time-hon-
oured custom that the bells ring at 7.30.
You, Sir, now know that the bells did not
ring in certain parts of the building and
so we arrived in the Chamber a few min-
u'tes late. The tairness of members will
surely not permit them to raise any objec-
tion to the recommittal of this Bill, in order
that those who may desire to vote in a
certain way may do so. If they do raise
any objection, I1 take it to mean they op-
pose the amendments I intend to move.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.311:
1 endorse the remarks of the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Sleemnan). By a mis-
chance we lost an opportunity of. record-
ing our vote upon this particular matter.
When I rose to tell members and the
public generall-y the reason why we did
not attend in order to vote on this ques-
tion, and said the bells had not -been ring-
ing in that part of the House in which we
were, my remarks were taken as a joke.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Oh noI
Mr. MARSHALL: It was thought I was

trying to make the Rouse believe somae-
thing that was not true. It has since been
ascertained that the bells did not ring,
and that the statement of the member for
Premantle and mine were correct. We
ask that the Bill be recommitted to en-
able us to vote in such a manner as will,
in our opinion, improve the Bill. Anyone
who opposes the recommittal must be
hostile to money being taken as a qualifi-
cation for a man to sit on a jnry, and
hostile to women serving on juries.

lion. Sir JAMES MTITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.331: The remarks of the boa.
member make it impossible to vote for the
recommittal of this Bill, for, if we (10 s0,
we may be thought to be voting in favour
of the amendments. Can this clause be-
again considered ? Precisely the same
clause was rejected here a few nights ago
on recomtmittal.

Mr. SPEAKER: A Bill may be recom-
mitted as often as the House desires.

Ron. Sir JAMES 'NflTCHELL: 'When
the Minister for Justice moves the thir-i
reading of the Bill on Tuesday next, will
it be possible, if the attendance of mem-
bers favours us, for those who disagre
with this particular clause to Move agaLi
for the recommittal of the Bill? I did
no t know that was possible.

Mr. Hughes: Yen recommitted the TIs-
ation Bill last year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I did nat
recommit it time and again, and never tV)
reeonstder precisely the same amendment-
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that had been proposed. We have said
we do not want this amendment.

M~r. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member
rising to a point of order as to the possi-
bility of doing this, or is he only speak-
ing to the questioni

Ann. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
accepted your ruling. It seems it would
be advisable for every member to be in
his place In the House at every sitting.

Mr. Taylor: For every third reading.
Hon. Sir JAM6ES MITCHELL: Yes. 1

do not understand how the Committee,
having voted out the clause, can reinsate
it.

Mr. Panton: It was voted out when 23
inembers were in the Chamber.

lion. Sir JAMES MIITCILELL: It wa.
open to 51) members, and we are not
responsible for the absence of the others.
I have accepted the statement that the
belts did not ring.

Mr. Seenian: it has been proved since.
The Minister for tends: That is tht

reason for the recommittal.
lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:; That

may be sufficient reason in the wind of
the Minister, It is possible that many
members who opposed the clause the other
night are not here to-day, because some
duty has called them away for tne
moment. We thought we had finished
with the Bill.

Mr. Sleemuan: The amendment was on
the Notice Paper last night.

Hon. Sir JAIIES MiTCHELL: I did
not see it.

Mr. Sleeman: Were you asleep all night?
Roa. Sir JAMES MITCHELL,: I do

sleep sometimes. if my mind was as dull
as the hon. member's, i would go to sleep
for ever. If I was so stupid as not; to
know when the House met, I certainly
would not come to the House and apolo-
gise far my ignorance, I trust this will
not become a practice amongst members.

The Minister for Railways: I hope not.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If it is

net convenient for members to attend to
their business, all they need do wrill be
to ask for the recommittal of a Bill after
we have considered the very questions
they want to deal with again. It may salt
a few members to be away when a Bill
is being considered in Committee.

Mr. Hughes; It was an accident that
certain nembers were laway the other
might.

lion. Sir JAM-1S MITCHELL: I accep~t
that statement but I do protest against
this method of doing business. We shall
be sitting f or 12 months if we h~ave to
consider the same questions time and
again.

Mr. Sleeman: This is provided for by
the Standing Orders.

Mr. Teesdale: Let us vote against it.
Hon. Sir JAMES MIrVHELL: I hope

members will twe that it lq not mfAe
neessary to recommit a 'Bill a second
time tot the purpose ot considering lire-

eis~ly the same amendments that have
already been dealt with, and that they
Will reject these particular amendments
if the motion is passed.

Point of Order.
MY. E. B. Johnston: I rise to a point of

order. I ani not doing this in say hostile
spirit, because I am in sympathy with
members for the position they were placed
in through the bells not ringing. The point
is of considerable importance to the Htouse
for the future. I understand the inttmber
for F~remantle moved an amendment, and
through his uniortunate ahave it was de-
feated. (an the same amiendmnent he moved
again to-day?

Mr. Sptaker: If the lion. member will
refer to page 383 of ''May's Parliamentary
Practice,'' twelfth edition, lie wtill find that
a Bill inay he recommitted as often as the
House thinks fit, and that Bills have been
recommitted twice and even sir and seven-
times. There ean be no question at, to the
power of the House to recommit. The point
the hon. member is raising is as to the con-
sideration of a clause which, he says, has
already been considered. The whole Bill
has been reconsidered and the House is now
ordering-if the motion be carried-that it
be reconsidered in Committee. This is the
only stage when that can he done.

Mr. Taylor: So far as this clause is con-
cerned.

Mr. Speaker: Yes. Reconsideration is
liimited to the scope set out in the motion.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

-. . . - 21
- - - -. 17

Majority for . 4

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Armgwin
Obesson
Corboy
Coverley
Cunninghamn

OH fftbe
Heron
Hu~ghes

W. D. Johann
Lamond
Lutey

N
Mr. Angelo
Hr. Barnarl
.Mr. Brown

Mr. nry

Mr. George
M&r. E. B. Johnston
Mr. Llndsa
Sir Jit Mitchell

Mr. Mareball
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Millinton
Mr. munsto
Air. Patn
Mr. Illusion
Mr. A. Wsncbrough

IMr. Willeock
Mr. Wither
Mr. Wilson

I Teller.)

065.

brE. w~orth
Mr. Sanpson
Mr. .1. Il. Sitb,
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teendale
Mr. Thomson
Mr. C. F. Wanebrough
Mr. Richardson

r7tee.

question tius paswed.
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Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Troy

P~ns.
NOsE&

Mir. Latbam
Mr. Stubbs

recommiittal.
M.%r. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for

Justice in charge of the Bill.
Clause 6-Amendment of Section 11:
Mr SLjEEMAN: It in my intention to

ask members to vote against this clause and
to assist me lnter on in inserting the new
clause appearing on the Notice Paper. It
is not necessary for me to take up the time
of the Committee. IIy views were expressed
at a previous sitting. I am strongly against
women serving on juries as proposed in the
clause. My amendment proposes that the
property qualification shall be abolished and
if we are successful in deleting Clause 6
and inserting the amendment, the provision
then will he that the property qualification
will go and practically every adult mole and
female w~ill be eligible for enrolment on the
jury list

Mr. NORTH: Judging by the interjec-
tionw we heard the other night, I am sorry
to find that the members of the Ministry
have nltered their views.

The Minister for Justice: We have not.
'We merely wanted to give members an op-
portunity to vote.

Mr. NORTH: If the Bill becomes law in
the manner now proposed it will mean a lot
of hard work for the officials, and will
prove expensive. No benefit can be gained
from the hon. member's proposals. I am
sorry to think that at the eleventh hour the
Bill is being hawked about in thuis fashion.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Mdy
opinions have not changed in any way; I
am, going to stick to the Bill. The member
for Fremantle was unfortunate in not being
able to test the feeling of the Committee the
other night and I have no desire to deny
members the opportunity of expressing their
opinions in regard to the clause. There is
no need to debate the matter all over again,
because the opinions of members have al-
ready been freely expressed. The member
for Claremont seems to think that T ani in
favour of the amendment because I voted
for the reCOmrital of the Bill. That, how-
ever, is not so.

'Mr. PANTON: I hope the clause will be
struck out. The Opposition have almost in-
,sariablv opposed giving women the right to
sit on juries. Now we propose to give then,
the omrpmtunity to give practical support to
-the wishes of the member for Fremantle.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Speak for your-
velf.

Mr. PANTON : The Leader of the Oppo-
sition is opposed to women jurors.

Hon. Sir Jamaes Mitchell: I said it was
a clever way of getting out of the trouble.

MrW PANTON: I was under the impres-
sion that the hon. mnember was opposed to
women jurors. 'For those members who do

not believe in women jurors here is the op-
portunity then to assist to keep them out.
I do not think it is a fair proposition to call
upon wvomen to make application to be placed
on the jury roll, It is a humiliating position
in which to put a woman. A noman should
be given the same right as a man or she
should not be placed there at all. We know
that every woman enrolled will be called
upon to answer all sorts of questions as to
how sh~e got there. The Minister knowsa 's
well as 7 do what human nature is.

MrI. Tailoar: You are Dot far out.
Mr. I'ANTON: There you are, hupport

now coming from the menmber for Mtl. Mar-
siret, who said hie was going to vote against
it! I an, not prepared to support a clause
that will place the women in the humiliating
position thant vill be bound to follow if the
clause is not struck out.

The MINISTER FOR JU~STICE: To be
consistent the proviso should not find a place
in the proposed new clause. If we are to
have women on juries, why hare the proviso?
There is a way of keeping them oif. The
hon. member's proposal will cost the State
a considerable sumn of money.

Mr. Hughes: In what way?
The MINISTER FOR JUJSTICE: Put-

ting their names on and taking them off.
If it was a question of principle I could
understand the remarks of the member for
Fremnantle, but it is not a question of prin-
ciple, it is a matter of the manner in which
the thing is to be done.

'Mr. Hr(4GHES: The Bill grants women
the concession of getting on a jury if they
so desire. What is the difference in prin-
cill between the concession of being oi, and
the concession of being offT The Minister
considers that we are not standing to our
guns for sex equality, just because we want
to give women the concession to be off, and
he wishes to give them the concession to be
on.

The Minister for Justice: Nothing of the
kind. That is only your opinion.

7Jr. HUGHES: I told the Minister last
night that I have my opinions and he is not
now going to browbeat mec.

Mr. E2. B. Johnston; You are doing the
browbeating.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister proposes to
give women the right to sit on juries if they
so desire. The Proposed new clause will
give them the right to be excluded if they
so desire. From the point of view of grant-
ing a concession, there is no difference in
principle between the two proposals except
that we are not Prepared to submit women
to the indignity of baring to apply for en-
rolment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What about the
indignity of applying to be excluded?

Mr. HUlGHES: There is no indignity in
that. Rather than compel women to apply,
I would have the clause struck out. Mem -
bere of the Opposition declared themselves
against giving women this right. Let them
therefore assist to delete the clause, and
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then they wil'l be able to assist us to attain
our desire.

Mr. DAVY: There might wvell be a valu-
able? function performed by women on juries.
There was a definite view among women's
organisations. that when women were being
tried for certain offences it was right that
their sex should be represented. If women
were given a place on juries, it would be
well to recognise that principle. If we have
to choose between the clause and the pro-
posal of the member for Frcmantle, we
would emphatically favour the clause. There
is no greater indignity involved in having to
apply for enrolment than in having to apply
for exclusion,

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister tried to
make out that hie had adopted a clause giv-
lug equality to the sexes. There is no
equality in it.

The Minister for Justice: There is no
more equality in yours.

Mr. SLEMNAN:. The clause provides for
proof of qualification.

Mr. Chiesson: That also applies to men.
'Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, but what percet-

age of womien would be eligible? Only a
very small percentage.

Mr. Thomson: The bulk of the working
men's homes, are in the names of the wives.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The clause means that
the wife of the rich man would be able to
get on the jury list, while the wife of the
working man would not.

Mr. Davy: You speak as if serving on a
jury was a pleasure.

The 'Minister for Justice: Is the hon.
member in order in discussing the qualifica-
tion, which is dealt with in a separate
elanse?

The CHAIR-MAN: The clause deals with
the qualification, and while the hon. mem-
ber sticks to that, lie is in order.

M1r. tSLEENIAN: 11y proposal will per-
mit of men as well as women serving on a
jury. There are manny men who have not
the qualification, and under the present
economic system never will have, and they
will he Precluded from getting on the roll.

The 'Minister for Justice: If the hon.
member is allowed to continue discussing
the qualification, I shall feel inclined to
disagree with your ruling, 'Mr. Chairman.
The qualification is act out in another clause,
of which the hon. member has given notice
of amendment, and when that clause is
called onl, he will be entitled to discuss the
qualification.

The ('HAT1RMAN: This clause deals with
the qualification and the hon, member is in
order in dealing with it. We cannot deal
with the cother clause at present.

'Mr. SLEEMAN: If the qualification
stands, it will amount to cines legislation.
I would tunch rather have this clause de-
let- sland my proposal defeated than have
this clause retainud.

The 2ITNTFR FOR LANDS: Clause
(I merely' provides a method by which
women can get on the jury roll. The quali-

fication is set Out in another part of the
Hill, and equal qualification is provided for
men and wornen. The question is not one
affecting the qualification, but whether we
shall place women in exactly the same posi-
tion as mLen.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. .. .. 22
Noes .. .8.

M ajority for

Arts.
Mr. Angwin
Mr. Drown
Mr. Chess
Mr. Cunningham

Mr. Davy
Mr. E. B. Toh.ston
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. McCallum

Mr. Mfllngton
Sir Jun04- Mitchell
Mr. Mu osle

NOE
Mr. Cererley
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughies
Mr. MarehaUl
Mr. Patos

Clause thbls Passed.

14

Mr. North
Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Wsnihraugbi
Mr. C. P. Wansbrougb
Mr. Willeock
Mr. Withers
M r. Wilsion

(TeUer.)

Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sleem an
Mr. Corboy

(Toter)

New clause:

Mr. SLEEMAN: I move-

That a new clause be added as fol-
lowcs:-" Section 5 of the principal Act
is hereby amended by striking ouit the
word '17wn' in line I and inserting the
words 'person, male or female,' in lieu
thereof; and by striking out all the words
after 'colony' in line 3 down to 'shall'
in Zinzc 6."'
The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:. The

first Part of tile new clause is consequen-
tial, hut the second part will entitle any-
one over the age of 21 to serve on a jury.

Mr. North: Under the original Act the
word ''juror'' is interpreted as .confined
only to the male sex.

The CHAtEMAN: The Act has been
consequentially amended.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Unless another mem-
ber wishes to speak, I am quite prepared
to let the new clause go to the vote.

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
eninpelled to oppose this new clause.

3Mr. Hughes: Surely you have no objec-
tion to this?,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T have.
Mr. Latham: We all object-to it.
Mr. DAVY: The first part. of the new

clause will conflict with what the Commnit-
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toe have already done in rejecting the at-
tempted amendment of the member for Fre-
mantle. If ''man'' is struck out and
"person, wale or female'' is inserted, the
section wilt read-

''Every person male or 'female be-
tween the ages of 21 years and 60 years
residing within the Colony shall be quali-
fied and liable to serve as; a common
juror in all civil and criminal proceed-
ings.''

We have already decided that only those
women shall be liable to serve as common
jurors who give in their names. Thus in
carrying this new clause we shall be nullify-
ing a provision which has already been
passed.

The CHAIRMAN: There certainly seems
to be a conflict, and I should like to bear
argument on it.

Mr. CORBOY: Although there appears
to be a conflict, Clause 6 of the Dill quali-
fies the alteration now proposed. We might
overcome the difficulty by inserting in this
new clause such words as ''subject to the
provisions of Clause 6.''

Mir. Dlavy: Why amend the clause at
all? Clauses 5 and 6 stand side by side, one
imposing a liability on nie, the other im-
posing a liability on women.

Mlr. CORBOY: The two clauses will not
operate in the same direction with, regard to
the sexes.

The Minister for Justice: Yes; Clause
6 p~rovides for that.

Hon. W. D. JOHINSON: The fact ot
Clause 6 having been passed renders it
necessary that the limitation of Section 5
of the Act should he relaxed. That section,
as it stands, provides for men only.

The Minister for Justice: But in this
Dill we have inserted another clause pro-
viding for women.

Hort. W. D. JOHNSON: The Bill, how-
ever, does not provide for the consequential
an'endment to Section 5.

Mr. CORBOY: On reflection, I think the
Minister is right. The first part of the
new clause should be dropped.

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: S:e-
lion 5 of the Act says that every man with
certain qualifications shall be placed on the
jury list. The Bill says that every woman,
providled she has the sanme qualifications as
are required of a Than, shall he placed on
the jury list if she applies to be placed
there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am prepared to with-
draw the first part of the proposed new
clainse. However, I am astonished that any
mernber on this side of the Chamber oppostes
so democratic an amendment as the aboli-
tion of the property qualification for jurors.
Every person on the electoral roll should
have the right to he on the jury list.

'Mr. NORTH: The effect of carrying the
amendment will simply be to punish those
whom the mover seems desirous to help. Let
the property' qualification stand, and thus
we shall free members of the community

not possessing that qualification from the
arduous duty of serving on juries.

Mr. DAVY: Sonie members seem to re-
gard it as a pleasure and a privilege to serve
on juries. At the beginning of every crim-
inal session someone comes to me complain-
ing bitterly or having been put on a jury,
and asking me to get him off.

Mr. Hughes: That is pretty, hot, jurors
getting in touch with counsel. You might
be pleading a ease in front of a man who
had pleaded to you to get him off the
jury.

u r. DAVY: The hion. member misun-
derstands the position. These people come
to me because I amn a solicitor, not because
I am in the case; I might not be in the
caue at all. If the lion. member can se
anything ''hot'' in that he has an extra-
ordinary mind. To serve on a jury is a
very onerous duty, which is imposed on citi-
zens, and which every citizen whom I know
detests perforating. The talk of depriving
anyone of a privilege fin this connection i
simply rubbish.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the
wording of the amendment of the memiber
for Fremantle should be-

''Section 5 of the principal Act is
herebyv amiended by striking out all the
words after 'Colony,' line 3, down to
,shall, ' line 6."

Otherwise I would suggest that progress be
reported in order to permit of the new
clause being redrafted.

.Mr. CORBOY : The member for West
Perth has put up the best ease to-night for
carrying the amendment. He said that serv-
ing on a jury "-as an onerous duty, and then,
he pleaded for exempting from that duty a
large proportion of the people of this State.

Mr. Teesdale: It is a very objeetionable
duty.

Mr. COEBOY: When one remembers
whit has happened in rt..ent years, the
argument that it is an objectionable duty
should appeal to members of the Opposi-
tion, because they are the people who
attempted to force the position.

Mre. Lntban,: We soy wve will not force the
duty upon women.

Mr. COEBOY: The member for York
shows by that interjection his ignorance of
what wei have been discussing this evening.
If it i4 an objectionable dunty, and I agree
that it is, then we should spreadl that duty
over the wh-ole of the people instead of over
at section.

.\r. MARSHALL: I cannot understand
ulv'v so much discussion has taken place on
this amendment.

Mr. Thomson: Then why discuss it?
The CHfAIRMAN: Then if you sit down

I will put it to the vote.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: Every Opposition

member has -aid that the property quali-
fliation of £150 is of no importance. if
that hie so, why oppose the amendment?2
Even the wivcs of those wrho do possess the
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necessary qualification will not be able to
sit as jurors.

New clause, as altered, put and division
token with the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 20
Noes . . . .15

Majority for 5 

AYS.
IMr. Aogwin Mr. Marshall
Mir. Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr. Clydesdale Mir. Millington
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munaic
Mlr, Covetey Mr. Pantonm
'.%r. Cunningham Mr. Sleeman
Si r. Heron Mr. A. Wan~bmough
M1r. Hughes Mr. Witicock
Mfr. Lambert Mr. Withers
M r. L4and Mr. Wilson

(Teller.I

NOS.
Mr. B3rown Mr. Sampson
IMr. Davy Mr. J. H. Smith
Sir. Denton Mr. Taylor
Mr. George Mr. Teudale
Mr. E. BE. Johnston Mr. Thomson
Mr. Lindsay M, r. c. P. Wanebreugh
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Richardson
Mr. North (fer.)

N\ew clause thus passed.

Bill reported with a further amendment.

BILL-TRUST FUNDS INVESTMENT,

Second Beading.

The MI 1NISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. A.
McCallum-South Fremantle) [8.13) in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
merely provides that trust funds may be
invested in debentures of road boards, thus
placing road boards that are authorised and
certified to by the Minister on the samte
footing as municipalities. At present trust
funds cannot be invested in road board de-
bentures.

Mr. Sampson- The eon dition regarding
Ministerial approval is not expressed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
provision has been asked for by the road
boards through their recent conference and
through their executive. There was a period
when exception was rightly taken to trust
funds being invested in this manner; be-
cause the road boards wars then in their
infancy, and for a time had no power to
borrow; at all. However, they have now
derelopcM to such an extent that their re-
sponsibilities and securities are consider-
able. Even if there were any doubt as to
the securities, in the final analysis the debt
would come back on the Government. In
some instances road boards have gone out
of existence and the Minister has expanded
the boundaries of contiguous read boards to

include the areas of the defunct boards, or,
alternatively, has appointed Commissioners
to administer those areas. As I say, fin-
ally it comes back on the Government to
accept the liability of the defunct road
board. The Bill will apply to only road
boards in a substantial position, boards that
have developed past the stage where they
should be treated differently from munnici-
politics.

ion. Sir James Mitchell: What demand
hove you had for the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I1 have
had a request from the recent road board
conference and from their executive. They
have urgently requested me to bring dowNt
the Bill early in the session. They assure
me that quite a lot of money is available
for investment in road board securities, if
only authority were given for such invest-
ment. All road board borrowing is done
locally, the boards having to go on the
market in competition with the State, the
Commonwealth and other borrowing author-
ities. It is small amounts such as trust
funds that would he invested in this class
of security.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: What about
the second clause?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
merely provides that the debentures may
be lod~ged at the Treasury, as in the eas'e
of municipal debentures. It places road
hoard debentures on the same footing as
municipal debentures. It does not affect
the recent lawv under which insurance Com-
panies have to lodge cash with the Treas-
ury. At present municipal debentures are
accepted at the Treasury, and the Bill
merely places road board debentures on
the same footing.

Mr. Sampson: There is no provision here
limiting the amount.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. This
does not deal with their liability; it merely
opens the road to them to secure money,

Mr. Taylor: To permit trust funds to he
invested in road board securities.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
so. It is a simple little measure, and theme
is urgent necessity for it. I move-

That the Bill be now read a secontl
iime.

Hon. Sir JAMES MVITCHHILL (Nor-q
tham) [8.20]: The Bill proposes to bring
road boards into line with municipalities
in respect of the investment of trust
funds, In some instances municipalities
have been supplan ted by road boards. I
do not know whether the member for
.Murray-Wellington (Mr. George) sees any
objection to the Bill, hut on the financial
side I1 can see none.

Mr. Thomson: It is a very wise pro-
vision.

HRon. Sir TAMES ITCHELL : Thisf
does not compel trustees to iavest their
funds ia road board Securities but merely
gives permnisision. Some road boards, o
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course, could not offer sufficiently good
security.

Mr. Teesdale: Some of them have but
a couple of hendwood chairs and a box of
stationery.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIfTCHELLa: I see
no objection to the Bill.

Mr. GEORGE (Muirray - Wellington)
[8.22] ;Provided the debentures cannot
be issued without the consent of the Min.
ister, the Bill is all right. I should not
like to give all road boards power to Issue
debentures, with no controlling hand over
them. The Minister, no doubt, has
already found that dealing with road
boards is not easy going. When it comes
to a question of investment, the Minister
should have a controlling power. Whet
a road board not in sound financial posi-
tion proposes to issue debentures, the Min-
ister ought to be able to say, "'I want to
know all about it before giving you per-
mission." Many of the boards require
to be carefully looked after. Road boards
represent a delegation of power from the
Government, and when they propose to
borrow money by the issue of debentures
the Minister, representing the Govern-
ment, must have controlling power. Given
that, I have no objection to the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon
A. McCallum-South Fremantle-in reply)
[8.241: The point raised by the member
for Murray-Wellington (M.%r. George) is8dealt with in the concluding lines of
Clause 2. In other words, the Bill applies
only to road boards nominated by an
order of the Governor in Council published
in the ''IGazette.' There is the necessary
saf eguard.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comnmittee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, mal
the report adopted.

BILL-BUN~rURY ROAD DISTRICT
RATES VALIDATION.

Second Reading.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCallum-South Fremantle) (8.281 in
moving the second reading said: This is
a tale I do not like telling. It is not too
pleasant. -Nevertheless it is one that fre-
qlocntly the member for Marrnv.Welling-
ton (Mr. George) has had to tell the
House. It is another of those Bills that
have for their purpose the legalising of
an illegal act in order to get a road board
out of a difficulty created by, me of its
officials. The position disclosed is that
the audit of the neeCera1ts af the Danbury
Road Hoard revealed the fact that rates
had been levied alt a maeting never held,

the minutes of which were inserted in
the board's minute book, dated on a Suns-
day-on which day the meeting, if held,
wvould have been illegal-and advertised
as having been held on a Sunday. The
matter was brought to light by a Govern-
ment auditor daring his annual audit, and
his inquiries elicited from the chairman
of the board that the meeting reported in
the minutes had never been held. Those
minutes had been written up by the
board's secretary and the usual signature
appended thereto. Following on that,
some of the rates levied had been
collected. The Bill is to validate that.
collection of rates and allow the balance
to be collected. The members of the
hoard were not aware of what was done,
and the secretary, who was responsible
for the proceeding, is no longer a servant
of the board. The Bill is necessary to
straighten out the position.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: Has the rate
been fixed since V

The IMINISTER FOR WORKS: It is the
usnal rate and there is no dispute about it.
Tt is the rate that would have been struck
had there been a proper meeting. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. George, debate ad-
journed.

BILINDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

second Reading.
Debate resnmed from 16th September.

Mr. NORTH (Claremout) [8.32] ;A
great many points have been raised regard-
ing the details of the Bill that possibly are
mot suitable at this stake of thme State's his-
tory, but most members are agreed upon the
principles involved. It is only a question of
how far the economic condition of the State
will permit of their being carried out in
practice. The Bill appears to provide for
two evils that have arisen under the princi-
pal Act, first the congestion of the Court,
aid second the cost of living, which has
always overtaken any advance in wages, ap-
proved of by the court. This diffeclty has
occurred all over the world.

Mr. Penton: The court never got any-
where near the rise in cost of living.

Mr. NORTH: That is the hon. member's
way of putting it. Even where awards have
bee,, issued the employees have felt that the
cost of living was also rising, so that they
obtained no benefit. I believe quite a num-
ber of union secretaries would be prepared
to' ay the workers are in a, worse position
to'day than they werer 10 or 15 yeftrsago,
having regard to the purchasing power of
the sovereign.

Mr. Parton Quite right.
Mr. NORTH : That beisg so, the Minkse'

is, advocating a new and impofort pfrinciple
and? tha-t i% pay-men, not ITwages, butt tirWt-
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ally in kind, That is what I take the basic
nkage provision to mean. In future the court
wilt fix a rate that wvill ensure for each em-
ployee a five-roomed house, and for his wife
andt three children to Jive in reasonable com-
fort. So far as that is an original attempt
to overcome the difficulty of previous arbi-
tration systems, it is very praiseworthy.
The only question for us is whether it
is advisable to interfere with certain
economic Jaws, with the management or
businesses, and with matters that really
concern employers and not us. Jn so far
as ftc present system has failed I nat par-
tial to those who conie forward with new
ideas, cven thouagh they lead to temporary
failure. The fact of new ideas being
brought forw ard and discussed wilt in the
long run ]ead employers to adopt better
methods and better machinery, which other-
wise they wvoutld never hmave thought of do-
ing. The Bill contains three other important
piovisions: the first affects domestics or, as
the member for West Perth termed them,
house helpers. I see no objection to bring-
ing house helpers within the amnbit of the
Act, and in that I differ from some members
of the Opposition. It has b~een noticeable
during the last few years that domestic ser-
vice tins been a diminshing vocation, Before
the war many houses hadl three or four
maids where now they have only one, and
thousands that had one now have none.
However, electrical labour-saving devices arc
coming into rogue and taking the place of
domestic servants, and there is this great
advantage, that they can be adopted in every
household and not alone in the few horics
where domestic helpers are found. I this
provision of the Bill be passed, it will cer-
tainly lead, as the member for West rerth
suggested. to a decrease in th~e number of
employecs in that capacity. FOr this (
should not be sorry because it is not a
pleasant occupation, even with short hotiri.
With the latest inventions available, house-
holders should try more and more to com-
pass their own work. This is now a practical
proposition that is receivingq the attention
of the Government. 'Mr. Taylor, while in
England, will endeavour to purchase a great
number of labouir-savintr doyjepq that may
be hired cheaply to the people and so provide
an outlet for some of the cheap culrrent
generated at East Perth. A-an I caar'it
see any objection to brinein- insnran~e
agents within the scone of the Bill. T hadl
a few months' experience of that work sonic
years aro-

'Mr. Tlomsn: Did you nmake a livi ng?
M, rr. NORTH: 'Yes, a good] one.
3M[r. Corboy: You were i-cry fortunate.
Mfr. NORiT: Bot it dlid not last long.

It is best at the sta9rt, because one can gro
round and ins-ire alt one's friends. It ik

a very hazardous business, and in view of
ihe anxiety involved, it is advisable that the
coujrt should be able to prescribe conditions
an that when a man has ho-estlv done
his work, he shall be provided for. On

the question of preference to unionists f
cannot see that there is much to argue
about. WVe have delegated this power to
the court, and if we cannot trust the court
in that matter, how can we trust it at all!

Mr. Corboy: The court is fixing very
much more important things than that.

Mr. NORTH: I have beard emnptoyeira
use good arguments in support of the ex-
tension of unionism, If alt those people
wrho support members opposite were union-
ists, we shouldl be back to the stage of
flee competition onco more. There would
be nothing more to argue about. At
present, however, it is not so. My re-
marks; on this question have no bearing
on the admixture of unionism witui
politics. That is another matter. As to
the 44-hour week, a few dlays ago it was
stated by one of our water supply engiu-
era that the alteration from 48 to 44
hours would mean an increase of £63,000
in the cost of constructing certain dams.
That indicates the difficulty with which
the Government will be confronted.

The 'Minister for Works: He was talk-
ing through his neck.

Hion. Sir .Tamcs 3Mitchell: Nut at all.
Mr. NORTH: I do not wish to say any-

thing to harass the Government in their
endeav-ours to reduce hours, but I cite the
engineer's statement as something con-
crete that the Government will find diffi-
culty in combating. I have every sym-
pathy with the Government in their
attempt to reduce hours. Their desire
that workers he paid in kind and not in
cash aild that hours be reduneed is
admirable. 'When we seriously consider
the boors of labour and the enormous im-
provements and inventions of the last 51)
or 6U y-ears, it is strange that so little has
been done to reduce hours and improve
conditions. In Alison's ''History of
Europe" sonic interesting remarks were
recordled 80 years ago by an old gentleman
whLo was dealing with the same problems
that we to-day are dealing with after the
adv-eat of machinery. He said-

A new set of perils has been developed,
and the historian finds himself over-
whelmed with the constant survey of the
terrible evils of democratic oppression.
The causes which have been mentioned
have at length given such an extra-
ordinary and irrisistible weight to the
Ppular party that the dainger now sets
in from another quarter, and the tnnn
which is to he apprehended is often nt
that of the few over the miany, but of the
many over the few. The obvious risk now
is, in alt the states with a ponlar fonm
of government, that the influience of
knowledge, virtre and worth will be over-
whelmeil in the vehemence of piopular am-
bition, or lost in the turh'loee of demo-
eratie Power. This ev-il is of a far more
acute snd terrible kind than the severity
of reqarl or the weight of nri-toeratie op-
nression.i In a few years. when folly de-
veloped, it destroys the whole frame of
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society, and enxuguishes the very elements
ot freedom by annihilating the classes
whose intermixture is ."=slntia to its ex-
istence. It is beneath tbis fiery torrent
that the civilised world is now passing;
and all the efforts of philosophy are there-
fore required to observe its course and
mitigate its devastation.

He was evidently fearful of the evils
with which we are faced to-day, but theni
came the inventions of the early forties
and fifties, and whatever fears he enter-
tained were staved off. Behind this Dill
is the fear that we are all the time press-
ing upon the limits of subsistence. There
must be good reason why the Government
come forward with a Bill to compel in-
dustries to pay a wage and grant condi-
tions that wilt permit a man to have a
home and keep a wife and three children.
There must be some good reason for it.
The reason is the same one that worried
iMr. M~althus a hundred years ago in Eng-
land when he put forward a most interest-
ing contribution to civilisation, that at
the time was ignored, but has now come
before the public again in a new work
which reached Australia this week. That
is the question of the pressure of popula-
tion upon subsistence, and the secondary
question of how it is to be controlled. By
the Bill the Minister proposes to control
the population to some extent by saying
that if a working man has more than three
children he will not under the award have
sufficient money to pay foe them.

Mr. Pantion: That has been going on
ever since we had arbitration, and ever
since wages have been wages.

Mr. NORTH: Hle goes further in this
case.

Air. Paston: We will help you to amend
that and make the number six children.

Mr. NORTH: The economic question ;s
whether we can provide even for two
children; otherwise there would be no
reason for the Bill. This question of
pressure of population upon subsistence is
the cause of the trouble.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It should not he
the trouble in so empty a country as West-
ern Australia.

Mr. NORTH: No, but it would not mat-
ter if Western Australia comprised 20,000,000
square miles of country. All that matters
is the existing and possible industries, the
mechanicall means of carrying them on, and
whether thle market is suofficient to enable us
to deal with them. We h~avehbefore us ex-
aet]l-y the same question that exercised the
mind of Malthus so many y ears ago, namely,
that there wns not quite sufficient to gio
round. Mr. Meflougal has written a work
which reached Australia last week and in it
these nords appear-

The brain-workers, whose salaries have
not risen -proportionately to those of the
hand w~tke~s, have had to retire from the
competitii, in other words, to go with-
out the goods which they have not suffi-

cient money to buy. An aggravation ot
the evils produced by legislative interfer-
ence with the natural laws of supply and
demand, is threatened by a new move-
ment, which proposes that a man should
be paid, not according to his work, but
according to the size ot his famnily. Work
is not to be paid for as work, but only
according to the requirements of those
who perform it. Equal pay for equal
work is no longer to he the guiding
principle, but a line is to be drawn be-
tweet, the unmarried or the childless mar-
ried man and the man who has indulged
more freely in the delights of parent-
hood. The man who has foregone par-
ental privileges and responsibilities is to
undergo the same strain, mental and
physical, as paterfamilias, but is to be
rewarded on a lower scale.

This is really suggesting the same line of
nrgLment that was before the people all
those years ago. We cannot get away from
the fact that in trying to provide sufficient
remuneration for everyone in each industry
there is some unwritten law following West-
ern civilisation, under which populat~h
is alwvays prcssing upon subsistence. The
effct of this question, raised by Malthus
a hundred years ago, is coming before us
again now with greater force than ever,
and shows that we have to review our gen-
eral conditions, and inquire as to how we
can overcome the difficulties that confront
us. When we say we are anxious to se
shorter hours, and are asked to provide a
44-hoer standard, we have to ask ourselves,
in view of the concrete instance of the
extra outlay of £63,000 on one works alone,
what will happen if the hours are reduced
to 44. One view is that more money will
have to be found. A possible alternative
would be for more machinery to be used,
and for the population not to increase pro-
portionately. No one h~ere suggests that
possibility. We all admnit that if popula-
tion flocs not increase and machinery does,
we can work shorter hours and get the
same results as we get to-day without any
difficulty. Hot that is not contemplated.
The Bill merely says that by Act of Partial-
wnt in future new conditions will provide
us ,-ith a five-roomed house, the possibility
of a wife and, three children, and with four
hours of work less per week. I am aware
that considerable pressure is being brought
to bc.r upon the Government to bring this
provision 4or"-ard. I know there is a tor
nailo in the world that is spreading. Even
in tie Eastern States ther, is a political
hurricane, known as comlmunismi, that will
overtake us if we cannot s-atisfv the
workers in existing industries. If it is im-
possible by Act oif Parliament to realise the
anmhitions of the Government, can any other
solutions he offered? It is hardly the prov-
inee of this Hlouse, to say what employers
slhould do. No ona woulrl be so worried a,
the present Goiermaent if the Pill did hbe-
come law in its present form.
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'The M1inipter for Railways: We will takil
the rink.

Mr. NORTH: Does the Minister think
even at this late hour that by the passing
of this Bill the results expected will fol-
low?

Mr. Holman: They have the 44 hours in
New South Wales, and the place is not
doomed.

Mr. 'NORTH: We do not live in New
South Wales. Is any Minister confident
that the passing of this Bill will not inter-
fere with any industry in this State to any
extent, but will automatically give us the
44-hour week and those conditions we are
all so anxious to see in every home? 11
so, I have a suggestion to make that will
suit both the Government and. the Opposi-
tion, and will be the ien of letting this
Bill go through comfortably. The sugges-
tion is that in the pronnsson that deals with
a fire-roomed house, a wife and three chl-
Gren, and that which deals with the 44
bouim, there shall be inserted in each ease
these words, ''as far as practicable.'' This
will not in any way interfere with the
wishes of the Glovernme-nt, or the work-
ing of the corirt. It will direct the court
to do that which the Goverment wish.
'Where the court sees it is ino'iheto carry
it out, and it is a question of throwing
hundreds of employees out of work, it will
have power temporarily to hold back that
prevision so that it will apply slowly and
reasonably, ad not in a hiurley-burley
fashion.

Mr. Hlolman: You do not argue that any
industry should bo kept going irrespective
of anything.

Mr. NORTH: Is it not wiser to apply the
principle slowly and within reason, rather
than sacrifice any of our industries?

MTf. Heron: You sacrifice the lives of
those working in them.

Mr. NORTH: The question is full of
difficulties. One hundred years ago the
question of the pressure of population on
subsistence existed, and under worse con-
ditions than we have to-day. Standards
-have improved, but not suifflciently to justify
the immenise advances in the way of Machin-
ery and science. I have skedl myself why.
I do not give the reason that members
opposite might give, namely, that there are
capitalists with great hoards of beadle
tucked away. If one sttdies statistics one
'finds that wherever there have been great
inventions an iniflux of sorplus people, and
net surplus wealth has folloned. I know of
no country where that principle does not
apply, except those that had already reached
their natural limits, such as China. In
China the babies are thrown outside for
several days and those who survive are
kept, while those who cannot stand the ex-
posure go under. We know that war, -sick-
ness, famine and other things, keep popula-
tioa down, but as we increase our hospitals
and our science grows our population is all
the time increasing. As soon as new inven-

tiens arrive, instead of great surplus wealth
,being produced, large numbers of people
flock to- the place.

31r. Panton: Population would be a great
thing for this country.

Mr. 'NORTH: Even if the Bill goes
through and achieves those things that the
Government think it will achieve, it will
not solve the great question that the leader
ot the Opposition has in his heart, namely,
that there is never quite enough to go roundl.
In no country that I know cif has there been
sufficient for all, and has the existing civili-
sation been perfect. There is no reason to
say that the Bill will in any way solve
that difficulty. I know of only one excep-
tion.

Mr. Lutey: Where was that?
Mr. NORTH: -Malthus, when going into

the question of population, made a number
of investigat ions. In Otaheiti lie found a
great country of 200,1000 people. He sid
alt the young men were handsome, and all
the young girls were beautiful.

Mr. Lutey: WVherL, did you say that
was?

Mr. NORTH: They had no working
hours. There wvas sufficient for all, snifi-
dient of the fruits of the earth, ani they
lived in idleness and pleasure. He said
there was not even marriage, there. It ap-
pears that the population did not increase,
but that the wealth was sufficient, that they
not only did not work 44 ho0ur, but did
not -work at all, and perhaps they lsy under
the tress until the Cocoanuts. imopped into
their mouths. It may be said that if the Bill
goes through it will force certain indus-
tries to reconsider their position. Two or
three years ago Hfenry Ford had to recon-
sider his position, for he nearly went bank-
rupt. He thooeht a lung while, and was
able to reduce the cost of his products by
about a third, arid to increase prodnction
With eight hours once more. It may be said
that by the standardisation of commodities
that are not now standardised, a grunt say-
lag of hours mnight b?' effected. That is not
the business of this House, but purely that
of the employers. There is no saying flint
this Bill n-ill force the employers to do any-
thing to improve the position or standardise
their products. It appears to me it would
have been wiser if the Minister had dealt
with the question mnore as suggested hy army
irethods. I do not sue-gewit regimentation.
When in the Air Force I found that a
sergeant or a corporal drew the payv for his
rank. If he hail a wvife and child, by some
means unknown to him money trickled from
a separate fund into the wife's pot'ket. to
.provide for herself and child. The N.C.O.
did out lose his job because his wife had
the money.

,%f. Hughes: That is a socialistic pro-
position.

Mr. NORTH: I wonder the Minister did
not go intto that onestion. which is now
mooted in New South Wales. It is
suggested there that -there should be a
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-common fund, contributed to by tm-
ployer and employee, from which those who
are married shall draw an allotment. That
wvould overcome the dimeiults- contained in
this Bill, namely, that there is apjiarenitly
not sufficient money to go rund to achieve
the desire of tile OoVcrnmelt and of us all.
If, then, there is not gulfficient moiler to
provide for every man with three children,
or the possibility of three children, there
zay be sufficient money in indlustry,
though I do not say there is, to providie
for those who are married anl extra Stun
above the basic wage, which wage could be
considerall'y less to sufflice for a single man
living in a five-roomedl houe. I 'vould rather
'have been here tii-night roin.<lering a Bill
of that nature, because I think such a step
will he the solution of the problem. With
present methods and present machinery, it
appears quite imipossihie for industry' to
provide sufficient money to allow every
employee to have a wife and three ehildlr.n
and live in a five-roomed 'hottse. I commend
the New South Wales suggestion to hon.
members.

Mr. Hughies: How is the ningle man go-
ing to get married if be does not get suffi-
cient wages to permit him to put by a few
-pounds?

Mr, NORTH: The money will be in the
fund I have referred to. I nam opposed to
'State enterprise, hut 'I am ashamed, as a
citizen, to think that industry ecanot to-day
provide what this Bill requires. What is
-the solution of the whole questioni I do
noet say there is one, but I know that on a
sheep station the manager acts differently
from the way 'in whieb we act as a com-
munity. The manager carries on the sta-
tion sumeilent flocks to absorb the grass and
water th~ re. Probably he increases his stock
at some period, but he soon reachbes the
point when, no matter how efficient 'his in-
hour, no mnitter how efficient his water sup-
ply, the stock on the station is kept eon-
stant and he sends 'his surplus ewes to the
nsvket, If conditions remain normal, he ca

have a con.4tant flock on his pastures for
-.ears: and Years. That has not been the
ease with ird'istry. I have endeavonrel to
follow the iflgnreq with regard to n'w ineen-
tions overtaking existing populations, and it
seems to mec that the introduction of each
labour-saving derve has invariably incleased
population, flat is the reason whky I thlink
we cannot reduce hours very much.
If we are to adopt an ol d Mrls-
trattion of The ''dismal science'' of
political economy, which 'bidea us take a
sinhll Islnd andl start with four or 'fie
-persons, we shall soon -see 'how hours 'here
can hie redued. Suppose the four or five mn
on Ithe bland engage i fshing and %so forth,
-and thret nrres-ntWv they in-vent aL mkc'hhlie to
(to half their work. '1teir hours of labotnr
-will be i'ednes'd correspondingly, but very
soon three or four other ton 'wil fock to

-tin' island licenuse of 'the improved con-
dftioas. obtaining t'htqe, and 'speedily ail The

inhabitants of the island will he as badly
off as ce-er. That seems the reason why thet
worker is to-day no better placed rega'rding
real wVagesq, as opposed to money wages,
than he was years ago. I do not say tho
cause is that the employers are piling upt
great hank balances. The banks say it is
not so, and thie Taxation llepartments could
show that it is not so. As soon as wvages
are raised, prices follow andl, n has been
suggested, even exceed the rise in wages.

Mr. Marshall: lie fair andi to-ll us which
comes first, th2 rise in tla- cost of living, or
the raising of wvages by the Arbitration
Court?

,5r. NORTH:- Arbitration may have pre-
vented a great many strikr.,, but it has not
increased the purchasing power of the work-
er's sovereign.

Mr. Marshall: 1)o You understand that
the worker cannot get an increase of wages
until lie has proved that the cost of living
has gone up?

M r. NORTH: Bot the wage suggested is to
he a real wvage, providing for a standard
house and the mnaintenance of a wvife and
three children. As thin s are to dl~n-, modern
civilisation is not aa'ib to he paroud tof, es-
pecially when wye think of the anxious taces
ot all incmtcrs of the community, everyone
trying to make. ends meet. (Conditions in
France show that a large increase of popula-
tion is a very' doubtful advantage in modern
civilisation. The liopiulatioii of France stood
at 31 muillions a huindred years ago, and it
is; now abor t 38 mill ioni. For a hundred years
France has held a population fairly con-
staut. That is an example to the world. In
view of the fact that we do not wvant any
more wars, the great luerease of population
should be ch2cked. If that aspect were
more emiphasised in arbitration, probably-
tile workers and also the Glovernments would
find it of great benietit.

Mr, BROWN (Pingelly) [9.10 1: At the
outset let me say that I am not opposed
to industrial arbitration. Still, with cer-
tain clatises of this Bill I do not agree. r
hold that it is impracticable to settle all
disputes by arbitration. Recent history
shows. us an arbitration court at theo
Hague, followed by a brute- iforce struggle
in which some of the mrost intellectual
nations of the world flew at each other's
throats, by way of settling their differ-
ences. Therefore the time is not yet ripe
for all-round arbitration. If we could
only enlighten the people, -we could settle
all our differences by arbitration. On this
subject I sneak very feelingly, because the
measure ivould affect me. In a weak and
misguided moment I put some cash into a
factory. A short imea later there
wits -a rise in -Wages, a fetrospective -rise,
anid bur little factory' had to tiky 2100 for
which no nllowarkee had been made. The
sime thing bhaflpeied in 'the second year
etil in ithe Ithi'rfl year. There hive been
three inefees it wages int tha't industry
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since I einbarked on it. When the men
got the rise in wages they knew nothing
about it; they were s urprised to get the
money. When and how was the rise
engineered? Certainly it was engineered
in some way. I have been a unionist my-
self. For three months 1 'was a great
unionist. I joined the Shearers, Union
long before there was a Labour Party in
existence, but no sooner had I joined that
union than I was involved in a big strike.
At was the tactics adopted by our lender
that made me turn my back on unionism
jor ever.

Mr. 1'anton: Are you sure your leader
was not the member for Mt. Margaret?

Mr. BROWN : If I had my desert;,
probably I would be eating hominy for
breakfast, and breaking stones.

Mr. Panton: What wasl it you did?
Mr. BROWN : I will not tell. I was

drawn on by a leader, and in those days,
W hen industrial arbitration did not exist,
there was no alternative to direct action.
The Minister provides by this Bill for
preference to unionists. If only unionists
are to be employed, how can the Minister
say that he is paying regard to the inter-
ests of the community as a wholef I have
been told that same of our unions are so
conservative that to join them is almost
impossible.

Mr. Panton: Your leg has been pulled.
MAr. BROWN: I have been told that by

one man not so many miles from here.
'Mr, Holman. Why, you told us you

yourself got into a union onceI
Mr. BROWN: But I had to get out of

it. Some men take advantage of a union
by obtaining the advantages secured by
the union.

Mr. Lutey: A Don-unionist is the very
first to come and look for the benefits
obtained by the union.

Mr. DROWN: As regards our secondary
noduatries. let us beware lest we kill the

goose that lays the golden eggs.
Mr. Panton: The nLon-unionist does not

lay many golden eggs,
Mr. BNOWN: As regards the constitu-

tion Of the Arbitration Court, the Dill
provides for three members. I oifte n
wonder wheth(,r it would not be better to
have just the one judge, a mnan thoroughly
understanding arhitration mattera. That.
f think, would expedite hearings. The
larger the bench, the longer will the csss
take. It is just the same in this Rouse.
I begin to think that if wre had 20 mem-
bers instead df 50, we would do a great
deal more business.

'Mr. Panton: Now you arc not likely to
be popular in this Chamber.

Mr. ITROWN: Let us consider the effect
the Bill is likely' to have on our local
industries. I know full well that mnn
of our mechanics are leaving Western
Australia and going to the Eastern States.
Wvhv is that so? We are not cnrouslarrinr
neople ton engage in secondary industriesr
here because of the conditions they are
asked to observe. In NXrrogin they had a

magnificent doll factory. To-day it is
detnct.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Not quite.
MNr. BROWN: It is; very nearly so.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: It has not got its

former output.
Mr. Panton : There are not enough

babies to buy dolls for now, because of
the wages that are paid.

,VcL BROWN: From my own short ex-
perience I know it is impossible now to,
manufacture the same class of articles
that we were turning out 10 years ago.
The explanation is that we cannot compete
with the big manufacturing firms in the
Eastern States. What with big concerns
in the Eastern States like that run by
Hugh McKay and many others, with inter-
State free trade, and so on, it is possible
for thenm to turn oift goods anti, after pay-
ing freight, sell them here at a profit, at
a price at which we cannot make themn
locally.

Mr. Panton: They are paying better
wages and working shorter hours than
we are doing here.

'Mr. BROWN: I cannot sav that that is
so, hut I do know that we cannot turn out
the goods that we were able to do 10 years
ago . I do not know that any firm in West-
ern Australia is manufacturing ploughs
to-day apart from the State Implement
Workis.

Mlember- Are they not good picogh.?
Mr. BROWN: I will not say anythi "ng

about the -work turned out at the State
Implement Works. I hope the ploughs
are good ones. If we turn to the balance
sheet of that concern, however, we will
find that it went to the bad last month
to the extent of £5,000.

'.%r. George: Last month alone?
Mr, BROWN:. That is how I worked it

oult from the returns.
Mleme-rs: That is not so at all.
Mr. BROWN: The State has to pay that

less. Again I issue the ivarning to the Gov-
ernment that they should not kill the goose
that lays the golden egg. The provisions
regarding apprentices should be made as
liberal as possible. it is hard to find
mechanics to-mlay. If a man has a good
u'echanic in his employ, be has to look after
him as well as possible, because he does not
know where to put his hand on another
nmechanie should that man leave him. No
enrourn-"ement is given to persons to become
xaeelanies in these days. As for the basic
wage, bow is that to be determined? Can
w-e differentiate between single and married
men? I know that a married man with a
wife and live children-most men have five
children-cannot maintain his family on
less than £E5 a week. At the same time how
cam we provide for such a wage!- An em-
ployer may have to pay £5 a week to a man
who may not be worth more than £2 a week.

M.%r. Panaton: That sort of man would not
bie, kept on for lonz..

Mfr. BROWN: But the man must be paid
thnt wage uinder the provisions sought to be
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established by the Government. In our little
lattory we nave to pay to a lad of 21 a
minimum wage at £4 8s. (id. a week and
mechanics a proportionately greater wage.
It will be bard to determine the basic wage.
Undoubtedly a mechanic living in the coun-
try btens will have a better chance or living
well, because house rent will be lower and
ivater and firewood much cheaper. If that
mechanic lives on the outskirts of a country
town, lie may be able to keep a cow, some
jowls and pigs. Thus hie, has a much better
chance of making a good living than the
mechanic in the city. When we take cogais-
ance ot the constantly increasing standari
at living, how will it work out? We know
that nowadays people look for mare amuse-
ments, and so on, and how can a poor man
with a family get along? I have heard
workers say many a time, "LI will nt make
a mechanic of my boy. I will educate him
so that he may work without taking his coat
*ff." That is what is happening. The
youths of to-day will not consent to follow
the occupations that their fathers did, but
they want to he lawyers or something like
that.

Mr. Clydesdale: What are you doing with
your own boy?

31r. BROWN: As time goes on, we will
-fand the basic wage increasing. To-day
people are no better off at £5 a week than
they were yearsi ago when they wer paid
£3 a week.

Nr. Taylor: The purchasing power of £5
is about £3 10s. now.

Mr. BROWN: I admit that. The cost of
living must continue to increase, because
the employer who pays his man £5 a week
has to pass it on. Unless he does so, how
can he get along? In my factory we did
-not pass it on. I can show my books to
prove that I have drawn less from that
factory than the boys employed there.

Mr. Clydesdale: I would1( like to have your
photograph.

'Mr. Panton: You are unique.
'Mr. BROWN: If I had niot more money

than I put into the factory, I would have
died of starvation. As Wtoural workers,
bow are wve to get on? -When a man has
worked his 44 hours, he has dlone his week's
-work. The result will be, if the Bill he
-agreed to, that the rural worker will have
to he paid time airr a hlonf for the extra
boors it 4s i'evessnry for lcim to work. It
is impossible for fariners to tiay such an
,exorbitant wage.

"Mr. ILutey: What if --on get Os. a bushel
for your wheat?

Mr. RROW~: The farmer may only get
five bushels to the acre! He has to pay
dearly for superphosphate nod machinery,
nod he h 's to pay high freiEbtq as well1.
rakingr everything into consideration, the
farmer g tq very little not of it and the
worker will be better off than his em-
plover-

Mfr. Parton: Yet we set- them riding
atbort in their motor ears.

Mr. BROWN: They mostly get them on
tick. Take the single man an a farm. To-
day there are many migrants from England
who are engaged on farms. We have men
working for 25s. a week and keep. We have
some married men who are getting that.
When they take the cost of their
clothes and tobacco from their wages,
what is there remaining to be seat
to their wives and children !Practi-
cally nothing ! But 25s. is as much
as those workers are wiorth at the start. If
farmers are to be compelled to pay such
meii the basic wage, they will not employ
labour. The result will be that no employ-
ment will be available far those men. The
Government will have to find work by pulling
up tranaliacs in order to put them dawn
again. Under such conditions we will see
aen flocking to Perth, where the Goycrnment
will have to look after them. Rural work
is not suitable for married men, because they
do not get sufficient pay to enable them to
manintain their wives and children. That
work should be done by single mien. The
full wage with keep is about 50s. a week.
It is inipossible for ni married man to pro-
vide for his wvife and family out of such a
wange, and he has to look for other avenues.
flOW, ilL tl'e name of goodness, are we to
carry oit the proposals regarding domestic
servntsi? Girls work in the house while the
in warm their feet and read the news-
paper, It is impossible to determine the
hours that a girl shall work. The only way
to get over the dliffiCUilt is to have double
shifts, or, possibly to arrange it so that a
girl shall Lave go ninny hours off during the
clay. It has to be remembered that the girl
is 021 the premises the whole time, and if
that is so, there is not very ninth enjoyment
to be derived f roni this proposal.

Members: How do yon know?
Mr. BROWN: I fail to see how we will

be able to carry out the provisions of the
Bill regarding domestic servants. Then,
again, what will the 44-houir week mean to
minny of our industries? Sonic people say
that they can do as much work in
44 hours as they can in 48 hours. My
experience shows that it is an im-
possibility. I have been a worker all
cay life, and I know that I cannot
do as much in 44 hours as I can in 48.
Take the position of a man on a farmi.
Hie bira ro lak after his horses and he must
atto.-d to them from about 5.30 ani. lie
many have to jiut in a couple of hours with
tje horses before he rocs to workr. From
the time hie start? work uintil he leaves off,
hit will work about 12 lieu rs. No\ man on a
farm with hiors-s works lees- than 12 hours
on day. Ot' thait brisis the farmer would have
to pay fonr hours' overtime per day.
Farmers cannot pay overtime rates on those
lines and u-ill not do so. The result will
b-' that they will not employ farm hands.
I am satisfied that our local inidustries will
dwindle doa.n to a man and his sons, or
a man and a boy.
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'Mr. Richardson: But they will come with-
in the scope of the Bill if it be agreed to.

Mr. BROWN: I am interested in a mill,
and until recently we were working three
shifts. If men are to work 44 hours a
week, it will mean that some will be idle.
We will have to provide for overtime and
all the men are anxious for that. They
are anxious to get the overtime payment.
We will reluire four shifts in a day. I
predict that the time will come when the
unitins will advoc-ate a six-hour day.

Mr. Hughes: The sooner the better.
Mr. Siceinan: We have that in some

places.
Mr. BROWN: Hlow can we go on here

with a 14-hour week when they have a 48-
hour wveek in Vietoria?

Member: They don't have a 48-hour
wet-k.

Mr. BROWN: It cannot be done. T have
had experience, and I know that this is
what it is coming to. If they get the 44-
hour week the men who are directing the
unions will say, "We must have a 6-hour
day.''

Mr. Hlman: Don't put such naughty
ideas into our minds!

Mr. BROWN: To-day unions come under
Federal awards because they consider Fed-
eral organisations sa-c stronger. When they
become dissatisfied with the Federal union
they ask to come under the State Arbitra-
tion Court. Later on they may endeavour
to get to the Federal court again, and so
it goes 01n.

Mr. Panton: If you could get a better
price for your products in Victoria, would
you not avail yourself of the opportunity?

M.%r. BROWN : Of course I would, but I
ani stuidyinig tile interests of the State.

Mr. lhughvs: When you put up the price
of bread, were you studying the interests
of Westera Australia?

Mr. BROWN: I know our party stands
for free trade, hut I ani not altogether a
confirmed frectrader, for I want to see
secondary industries here. Then, perhaps,
we shall have prosperity nil rountd. But
rather than see a lot of these clauses go
throtigh, T would subscribe to international
freetradle.

Mr. Lutey: flow would you get revenue
to pay for the war?

"Mr. BROWN: I- ask, will the workers
abidle by this decision? The workers have
two weapons denied to the employers. The
workers can never get away from direct
action. They know that all they have to
do is to strike, in order to paralyse indus-
try. The railway unions are controlling
Wegtern Australia. Let them go on strike
in sympathy with some other union, and
the whole trade of the State is paralysed.

Mr. Panton: I wish you meant it.
The Minister for Railways: Hrow often

do they do that?
Mr. BROWN: We should pags spother

law making it illegal for the workers to

refuse to comply with the conditions laid
down in the BUil

Mr. Taylor: What good would that be?
M r. BROWN: This is not legislation for

the community as a whole; undoubtedly it
is class legislation from beginning to end.

Mr, Hughes: Have we not always had
that in Western Australia?

Mr. BROWN: I1 will not oppose the Bill
in its entirety, but I do hope that some of
the clauses will be amended in a way satis-
factory to uts all.

Mfr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-'Nar-
rogin) [9,321: It was only in 1912 that
the present arbitration laws were passed.
At that time one of the most prominent
Labour leaders in the State, the Attorney
General in the Scaddan Administration, de-
sc-ribed that measure as thu best Arbitra-
tion Act in the world at that time.

Mr. Heron: We have had a war since
then.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON- That is so, and
now we have the Minidcr for Labour
bringing down a 67-clause amending Bill
varying that legislation that was described
as perfect at that time. One of the prin-
cipal defects in the arbitration system is
that, owing to delays in the court, our
existing legislation is not having a fair
trial. As far as the amendments brought
down by the Government will have the
effect of doing away with those delays,
I amn pleased to see them introduced. Of
course f did not expect from the Minister
fur Labour much less than has been brought
forward; because, having known him for
m~any years as one of the industrial leaders
of the State, one with every ramification
of the arbitration laws at his fingers' eind,,
1 expected that when lie birought forward a
measure, it would be all that those assoc-
iated with him at the Trades Hlall desired.
Whether those desires will be agreed to by
both Houses of Parliament hap yet to be seen.
We have had lengthy speeches from the
'Minister andi from the member for Men-
zies. (,%r. Panton) in support of this legis-
lation. They' took us touring all over the
world. We were told all about the hours
of labour obtaining in razil, in Ecuador, in
Peru, in Uruguay and in a number of
places whose industrial conditions are
very different from those of Australia.
Some of those countries alluded to, I think,
are low wage Countries. Even then those
lion, gentlemen, in pointing out that certain
industries in Ecuador and other places work
only 44 hours per week, did not attempt to
prove that those conditions applied to men
in the agricultural and rural industries of
those foreign countries. I listened to the
speech of the member for Mfenzies with at-
tontion, and I have since looked through
it, but I fail to see in it any suggestion.
that the cowboys and those engaged in rural
industries in foreign countries have been
brought under the s-hour system. Yet it
is proposed that every employee int our rural
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industries shall be brought compulsorily by
the court under the 44-hour week. I say
unhesitatingly that the illustrations given
by the hou. gentlemen it flint iateresting
tour through the States of South America
and elsewhere are not at all applicable to
the industries in sunny Australia. We are
proud of the fact that Australia is a high-
wage country, not a tow-wage country as
are many of those places touched upon.
We certainly desire to keep higher wages
and better conditions than those existing
in many of the foreign countries mentioned.
Even uhien those hon. gentlemen told its
that the 44-hour week had been applied to
industrialists in certain of those countries,
I failed to see any statement that it had
been done by legislation. I take it that in
the main it has heen done either by ari-
tration or by conciliation. The hun. mem-
ber quoted instances in Queensland of the
court, although having power to award 48
hours, has awarded 44 where special con-
ditions of the industry warranted it.
'Mr-. Panton: All those I quoted from

Queensland were given by the A-rbitration
Court.

Mr. KB. J OHNXSTON: That is it! 1
am in favour of the Arbitratioi Court hav-
ing complete power to deal with the hiours
of labour. The trouble is that the Min-
ister proposes that our court shall not have
a free hand to fix the hours of labdut. The
Government seek to lay compulsion on the
court that it shall give no award in which
the hours axced 44 weekly. The Minister
might well reconsider that, and leave it as it
is to-day, permissive in the court to fIa the
boors of labour. I want to see wages main-
tained. I do not want to see the Govern-
ment put the court in the position that,
because it cannot give an award covering
longer hours thtan 44 per week, even for the
rural industry, conseqncntly the wages for
the n-eek 's work will be reduced correspond-
ingly with the reduced hours of labour.
I hope the Go-emninent will make the power
of the court in this respect permissive,
and will not shackle the court with a hard
and fast rule ebicerang the hours of labour.
This is a country of primary production
and every niembeir knows how sadly we are
handicapped in competitiod: with the 'East-
ern States, particularly in respect of the
establishment here of secondary industries.
We are handicapped owing to our compara-
tively small populatioa; we are handi-
capped owing to the fact that, during the war
period, wider~ a policy of high protection
secoitdary industries were firmly established
in the cities of the Eastern States, and n-
der the Federal Constitution we have no
power to give protection to the man at-
tempting to establish secondary, industries
in Western Australia against tbec competi-
tion of established secondary industries In
the Eastern States. Also, any man attempt-
ing to establish secondary industries in
Webtern Australia is further handicapped-
by the knowledge that if hin industry be

successful he wilt have to pay here the high-
est income taxation in the Commonwealth;
whereas Victoria, with a view to establish-
ing further secondary industries is keeping
her income taxation down to a minimum
and so attracting capital. Yet in, face of
these fucts we find the Minister for Labour,
actuated hy a desire to give the best pos-
sible c-onditions to unionists, aiongst whom
he has spent his life, introdlucing here more
extreme legislation than is in operation 1h
Queensland; because in Queensland it is
entirely at the discretion of the court to
say what hours of labour shall be awarded.
The member for Menuies quoted some
Qucenland induitrie-s workig 48 hours by
direction of the court.

Nfr. Panton: Nurses there work 4A hours,
whereas heore they work 5i2 ani more.

'Mr. E. A,. JOINSTON: One of the
things I intend to urge upon. the Govern-
ment is that before compulsorily layinlg
down the 44-housr week for all workers they
shoald bring the 48-hour week into opera-
tinyt Let %is make a start by giving nurses
and others working more than 48 hours per
week the benefit of the 48-hour system be-
fore we put the court in shackles in respect
Of hours to be worked. At any rate, our
secondary industries are comparatively
small, and I fear that itf we pitt them tin-
der more stringent conditions than obtain
in the Eastern States it wilt be very diffi-
cult for those industries to grow to the ex-
tent we desire. We hate a very active im-
migration policy in operation. It is the
Policy Of the country, approved by all par.
ties, to try to fill up the State and bring
labour to our shores. I have accompanied
representatives of the Ugly Men's Assobin-
tion in visting parts of my electorate where
they have gone from farm to farm and
said, "We have a fine batch of Young fel-
lows arriving, good, honest workers whom
we can recommend'

MYr. M3arshall: How can the~y recommend
men whom they have never seen?

Mr. 2. A. 3OHNSTO.V: They know the
type of men arriving.

Mr. Marshall:- So do we.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Sometimecs these

men are in the depot at Fremantle at the
time,

Mr. Marshall. That is all balderdash.
Mr. R. B: JOHNSTON: I ap~proVe of

the actions of thle Ugly Men and Spplso&
their work. An officer of the asoeiatloft
went froma farm to farm urging tfle farm-
ers to take a mbin or two extra as a
patriotic duty, elven if they woe not re-
quiring additional labdur at the tiffid. The
wages offered to these men, who 06bte'faW
inexperienced, and unfamiliar with local
conditions; though ainxious and tlngto
work, ranged from 25g. to 35s. for a:start.

Mry. A. Wadebrougb: ])t you tconildei
that to be- thd duty Of the' ltgl1y Men's
Asacclatiot?

Ik. E. B., JOHN$TON: It *ts: valuable,
assistance rendered to the Government
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The farmers made a splendid response to
the requests. If we are going to have aui
award stipulating a high rate of wages,
and permit these raw inexperienced farm
workers-

The Minister for Lands : But experi-
enced farm labourers are; coming here also,
and are being put on the same level.

Mr. E. B4. JOHNSTON : Even if a
farmer gets a highly experienced farm
worker from the Old Country, the condi-
tions here are very different.

The Minister for Lands:- There is too
much of that sort of thing.

Mr. E. B. JOHJNSTON: I have met men
who hare worked in nurseries in the Old
Country, and we can imagine that how-
ever excellent a nurserysman he may be
on a black of perhaps five or six acres, he
would experience very d1ifferent conditions
,a different maehinery on a wheat farm
in this, State, and have a goad deal to
learn before he became accustomed to our
conditions, however smart he might bhe.

The Minister for Lands: They are all
put in at the minimum wage, no matter
what their experience.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: At any rate the
farmers have dane good work in absorb-
iag labour as they have, and I hope it
will not be interfered with hy the more
drastic conditions now brought forward.

The Minister for Lands: Do not class
them all as inferior, because they are -not.

M.\r. E. B. JOHNSTON: I say they arc
inexperienced and do not understand local
conditions, and that it is necessary for them
to learn.

M.\r. Latham: Many of themn to-day are
ou r best farmers.

Mr. E. 1B. JOHNSTON: 'Many of them
started %iith little money and to-day are
snccessful farmers, able to drive about in
their own motor ears. We have onr grouip
stottlenitiits goinfr on and the mul there are
working more than 44 hours.

Mr. Panton: They are working for them-
selves.

'Mr. Latham: Do you propose to control
them under the Bill?

Mr. Panton: You know very well we do
not.

Mr. ER R. JIOHNSTON: Then consider
the position of moany small farmers in this.
9tate. They employ one man who lives
with the farmer, works with him and is
treated in every way as one of the fily.
Such a man is quite content with his con-
ditions, lie shares the farmer's lot, being
well paid if* there is a good crop. In the
drought year many of them stayed with
the farmer when he was not in ai Dosition
to pay any wages at all. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not place the farmer under
conditions that two or three years later
may result in his being billed with a hi'1
amount for retrospective pay, which tho
employvee does not desire andi hass never
asked for. We know how early' employees
in the dairy' industry have to start, and a
six-hour week for harvest time is impossible.

The Government should exempt rural indus-
tries fromn the compulsory c-hour limita-
tion. ''Home workers'' is the best term
to describe young women who work in
other people's houses. At present they
are exempt from the operation of the Act,
and there is such a demand for them thb:
it is difficult to get such help.

Mr. Panton: Owing to the conditions
af labour.

Ur. E. B. .IOHNSTON: The present ex-
emption should t-oatinue, and the homes
of our citizens should niot be subject to
visits by the inspector or the union secre
tary. There are other phases of the Bill
with %Nhicb I pro~(pose to deal in Committee.
The Minister has a great knowledge of
arbitration legislation from the Trades
Hlall point of view. There aire reforms of'
value proposed for the trained worker in
the well established secondary industry,
but they nro quite impossible of applica-
tioii to the broad spaes of this State,
where the real work of developing WVest-
ern Australia is being carried on. I hope
the agricultural, pastoral and rural indus-
tries generally will be exempted fronm the
operation of the measure, at least in
respect to the limitation of hours of
labour. Such work as boundary riding is
very light, but the men engaged in it
start out early in the morning and finish
hate at night, and it is quite impossgible
for some of the agricultural and rural
industries to he carried on under the con-
ditions proposed in this Bill,

Mr. MARSHTALL (Mfurchison) F9.521: I
don not wish to traverse the whole of the
ramifications of this Bill. hut T compliment
the Minister upon the efficient and detailed
consideration be has giveni the measure.
Still, T am not altogether in favour of the
Pill, and I do not yet know wh4thcr I cliall
vote for, it.

Mr. I atharo: But we do.
M.Nr. MARSH1ALL:. I do not know why

we should limit the htours, wages, and eon-
dlitions of one section of the community,
while the Shylocks of London and the cap-
I-nina of industry enjoy unlimited incomes.
Why should we say to one man, "You
shall work 48 hours at a given rate,'' and
then turn to the other chap and say, ''Yes,
sir, all Ton can secure is yours." I do
not know whether the Bill goes far enough.
Let ine try to enlighten the member for
Pinaellv (Mr. Brown). H~e said secondary
indunstries were closing down andi mechanics
were going to the Eastern States. He also
said that if we desired to start secondary
industrios. we woveuld not be able to get the
mechanics to start with. I know that car-
penters, bricklayers, engineers, and all sorts
of skilled men have rose to the Eastern
Stmt-s. hut why? Sirlv because they could
net bFetter remuneration for their labour and
better and healthier conditions under which
to work.

'.%r. Thomson: B~ricklayers, carpenters.
and plasterers?
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Mr. MARSIIALt:, That reminds me that
the member for Xatanning, in speaking the
other day, referred to the increased cost
for constructing a five-roomed house; and
said that 90 per cent, of the increase wis
solely due to wages.

Mfr, Thomson: And I repeat it.
Mr. Hughes: That is not so.
Mr. MARS8HALL: I had a cockatoo, and

once I had taught him anything he would
repeat it. The hon. member did not try
to enlighten i's as to the profits made by
the contractors. In order to guard against
any such disclosure, lie was careful to men-
tion that in no circumstances should a
hoard be permitted to divulge any such
information.

Mr. Thomson: You are at' liberty to see
my figures.

Mr. MARSHALL: One-half of the popu-
lation of the State is concentrated in the
mnetropolitan area, and everywhere may be
seen colossal buildings.

Mr. Hughes: At colossal rents.
Mr. MARSHALL: Absolutely. Hun-

dreds of thousands of pounds produced
annually by our primary producers is being
absorbed in city structnres and land values.
The member for Katanning did not deal
with that jart of the argument. NO; he
participates in the eretion of buildings in
the city.

Mr. Thomson: 'No, lie does not.
Mr. MARSHFALL: That is why he did

not mention it.
Mr. Hughes: He builds churches.
'Mr. MARSHALL: That is the beet ferm

of erxploitation he could take on. The hion.
mepmber said it would be utterly impossible
for secondary industries in Western Aus--
tralia working 44 hours a week to compete
with those in Victoria working 48 hours aL
week. The most flourishing and progressive
State in the Commonwealth is Queensland.
Do members deny that?

Mr. Lathanm: Yes.
Mr. MABS~FALL: Let use compare

,Queensland with the other States in re-
spect to the hours worked and the wages
paid. In the furniture trade the hours in
Western Australia are 47, but in Queens-
lad they nrc 44, and in the engineering
trade they are 47 and 44 respeetit-ly.

Mr. Brown: Queensland is the heaviest
taxed State in Australia.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: The bon. member
stated that if we had shorter hours in this
'State we could not compete with the other
States. What about Queensland? In that
State a higher average -rate of pay is given.

Mr. Panton: And the cost of living is
lower.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes.
ML~r. Panton: That is the crux of the

matter.
'Mr. M.ARSHALL: I wish members oppo-

site would talk intelligently on this matter.
They- make -wild and weird statemnents that
they cannot prove about the effect of -re-
dluced hours on the cost of living. 'No one

has more regard for the primary producers
'than I have. They work from morning till
night?" and deserve whatever they may se-
cure as a result of their labour, but they
should at least be acquiainted with the facts
and should not be misled.

Von. Sir James Mitchell: Where are the
facts?

3Mr. MARSHALL: They do not come
from Northam. The figures prove Nwbat 1
AnT.

trr. North: Mr. Theodore went on figures.
Mr. MAARSHALL: Hle went on sound

rensollinjA.
Mr. Taylor: flis reasoning was not ap-

preciaed.
Ur, MAURSUALL: le was like the hon.

iernbLtr in 1891, hie had a bad reception
for the time being. The question of pre-
bfrence to unionists has been raised. I do
not know that this would rob a man of his
freedom, as has been suggested. One infiu-
ential section of the community has no de-
sire for preference to Unionists. Only
one mn Out Of 'a thousand Can get
into their union, and comnpetition is by
no means keen. * Every menmber of the medi-
cal profession pays into his union; there is
no desire for preference there. It is the
same with the barristers. When we come to
the ordinary workers there is a different
story to tell. The workers organise them-
selves and contribute huge sunms towards ob-
taining awards from the court. They are
placed under great humiliation. Their pri-
vate affairs are paraded before the tribunalI
and their wives are compelled to reveal all
their domestic worries, Members opposite
say the man who does not participate in all
this expend iture and trouble, and gives no
assistance towards securing an award has
every right to declare, ''You won the award,
but I shall have it." The man who looks
for that sort of thing is worse than a gar-
rotter. There is some chance of catching
a garrotter, but the non-unionist is not
caught.

Mr. LindIsay: It is not long before you
do catch hint

Mr, 'MARSH1ALL: There are some per-
sons who will not contrihute towards the
funds of the union but are the first to ask
for the benefits obtained by nieqn of those
funds. Parliament should see that those
who ray and] labour for the concessions they
get should rcceire them, anti that those who
stay outside should be denied them. Would
any member of the Opposition cross-benches
care to pay for others to get the fruits of
his labour? They say that because it is
only an ordinary wvorker in question it does
not nmntter. Domestic service has been re-
ferred to. M.%any of myv relatives have been
employed as domestics. Eithrr members op-
posite have no conception of what domnestic
labour means, or they are remarkably good
employers them selves.

Mr. Richardson:- It must be the latter.
"Mr. MNARSHALL: I know the hon. mum-

her is a good emplo~er when be employs
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anybody. 1, regret there are no statistics
available to show the causes that have led
up to so many female patients being sent
to the Perth Public Hospital. I should like
to know what their occupation was before
they reached the hospital. For years my
wife has been in. bait health because she
was a slave in the homies of other people.
It is no gnod talking to axe about the attrae-
tiorm of domestic labour. These unfortunate
girls are not treated as wvell as some of the
poodles the ladies carry about %ith~ thenm.
I know of one influental am whose wife
employs a girl from, hal f-past five in the
inorning to halt-past seven at night. The
girl Aws told shec could hunve only one night
off in the week, and must work on Sundays.
At the breakfast table half a pound of steak
is provided for the husband, the wife, the
two children, and the girl.

Mir. Holman: What do they give the dogf
Mr. MARSHALL: Membeirs talk about

the wvondlerful conditions under which the
girls in domestic service hare to work! If
those people who employ girls would treat
then reasonably there would be no trouble
in securing service of' thnt kind, The ladies
of the house, however, treat their girls in
this way, ('issy, do this or that,"' and
when she has done it they say, "Do the
other.'" Their treatment of the girls is
most degrading, sickening, and humiliating.
I havee four sisters who are employed as
domestics, and six sisters-in-law employed in
the game wray.

Mir. Lathanm: I am sure they will make
good 1wives.

Mr. MARSHALL: Better thau the hion.
number would make a husband. I know all
abiout the treatnment meted out to these girls.
Another member objects to the secretary of
flu, union going into private homes to in-
llr- igP isto the welfare of theme girls.

People do not want the union to know what
they are doing. There is one big establish-
nicnit in this city, time proprietor of which is
forcing girls, because of the economic pres-
sure, to sign for a lower Minimum than the
award provides. If I wiere sure that this
was the only estalilishuxcat responsible for
this sort of thing I would disclose the name
of it now.

'Mr. Richardson: If you know it is going
on. why not do it?

Mr. MARSHALL : T might throw a
greater amount of custom into the other
houses, and this may be going on to a worse
extent there.

Mr. Richardson: They may have to pay
the full award.

Mr. MARSHALaL: They may not be do-
ing so. What chance would the secretary of
the union have if be did not possess the
right to enter private homes? I object to
this system of giving a concession with one
hand and taking it. away with the other.
There are two girls who are afraid to leave
this establishument. They canjnt get work
elsewhepre, and the proprietor knows it. He
says, "I~bhive gpt them here, they dare .not

leave mv beaausq thuse is too much competi-
tion, and I will squecae a tewv shillings a
weekt out of thor.'' I do not know how
many mnore girlq Ike is treating like that.
If 1 get full proof of this I will disclose
the name of the establishment. It is scand.
alous that piersons, should be able to take
advantage of a loophole in the Act to inflict
such hardships upon others. To my mind the
Hill does not go far enough. I object to
one section of the eonumwnity having the
amount of its remuneration measured by
Act of Parliament, wile another section is
frete to procure as much as it ca get.
Let me tell my friends opposite that in
moy opinion the greatest burden the prim-
aiy jrorlucer,, have to carry to-tiny is the
anionut of monvy which is bfeing aibsorbed
in time increased value of land andt buildings
in the cities. I have mentioned repeatedly
in this Hlouse that we find Perth establish-
muents serving customers in Fremantle, and
Fremantle establishments serving customers
in Perth. That applies generally to butchers
b~akers, grocers, and other traders. It is
easy to appreciate the over-lapping, the ex-
cessive rents, and the unneeessary labour
involved. The labour, in especial, could be
used for more productive purposes. One
hine only to walk along the street to see
shops selling the same commodtity next door
to one another. Is that necessary? ox.
course it is not. There, is a very faulty
feature in our methods of distribution. Hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds are eaten up
in overlapping, in unniecessary rents, and in
uadt-l high land values. If my friends op-
p~osite would make an effort to adjust mat-
ters from that aspect, the wvages and hours
of rural lnbo,,rers would not concernM them.
Again, look at the motor efirs in the metro-
politanr area.

Mr. Taylor: They arei not all for thfe
farmers, though.

Mr. MARSHALL: No; because theyv are
for the sewerage workers, to drive themn to
work in the mornings. They al-e not for
farmers,' or pastoralists, or ciaptains of in-
dunstry. It is too late to give the figures
showi ng the increase in registration and in-
crease in purchase of motor ears. Yet my
friends opposite are somewhat hostile to
giving the working man, who has interests
in common with the farmer, a reduction of
hours, and such an increase in wages as
will raise bin, to a standard of comfort.
They object to these things while hundreds
of thousands of. pounds are deliberately
wasted before their eyes. f tell my friends
that they are barking up the wrong tree,
that they are starting reform at the wrong
end. When they wake up, T shall be pre-
pared to give them all the assistance in
My power towards rendering conditions of
life in the country all that they should be.

Mr. IJNDSAY (Toodyay) [10.201: 1 a=
indeed plase4 that at last one member op-
posite, recognises the fact that the produeet
will have to bear the burden of this legis-
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lation and] will not be able to pass it On. I
listened at week. ago to the member for Men-
zies (Mr. Pauton), who gave us a trip round
the world and also gave us a multitude of
figures% 1 thought he was earnest and be-
lierved in the figures he gave. When one
repeats a thing often, enough, one comes to
believe it. The hion, member said that else-
where production had increased because the
hours of work had been reduced to 44. 1
have taken a few of his figures and exam-
ined theta, and to me it is remarkable that
although the total output did increas?, it
increasged in only one respect. In 1920:2 1
the value of the raw materialA used in mants-
factores was £205,366,000, anmd in 1922-23
the corresponding value hadl been reduced to
£186,083,000. The value of the output in
1920.21 was £323,093,000, and in 1922-23 it
was £326,497,000. Therefore, the value at
the raw material had been -reduced by
£021,000,000, while the value placed on the
completed articles had increased by £3,000,-
000. It was% not a question of greater pro-
duction or less production1 but a question
of highe~r selling prices. It is quite true
that Eastern States manufactuirers can keep
on increasing wages and reducing hours so
long as the policy of protection enables them
to keep out oversea goods. But we of the
primary industries are uot concerned so
much wvith Australian prices, because when
we sell we have to sell at the prices ruling
in time world's markets. M1any refer-
ences have heen made to the price of wheat
and the price of bread. It. scets to he the
impression here that the person who grows
wheat is a profiteer. The Mlinister for Lands
just rer: ntls- interjected to the- member for
Katnnning (Mr. Thomson) that in 1913 the
price of bread was 3d. per loaf, as aganst
51?.41. to-day. I cannot say much about the
price of bread, hut I can speak for the
price of wheat, during those Years. Higher
wages and shorter hours undoubtedly reduce
production. I have a few figures relating to
the farmer's cost of production-the price at
a seed drill, 16 disc or bane, in 1914 was
£C47 10s., and] in 1922 £847, an increase of
83 Pter teat.; a harvester, Oft. McKay
woodring, in 1914 cast £97 10s., and in
1922 £155, an increase of 59 per cent.;
reaper and thresher, in 1914 £135, in 1922
£2Z30, an increase of 70 per cent.; binder,
Massey-Har11ris, 1914 £43, 1922 £97, in-
crease 125 per cent.; plough, six-furrow,
1914 £E48, 1922 £99, increase 106 per cent.;
plough, four-furrow, 19214 £36 fis., 1922
£77, increase 112 per cent. We have State
timber mills in Western Australia, estab-
lished to keep down the price of timber.
In 1914 the price of scantling 3is. x 2in. x
l5ft. was 13s. 6d. per hundred super, and
in 1922 the price was £1 6s. 6d. per hun-
dred super, an increase of 95 per cent. I
will not quote all tbe figures I bays avail-
aible, but will add that the average in-
crease in the price of farmers' requisites
is something bike 79 per cent. The Min-
ister for Lands said that in 1914 the price

of a loaf of bread was 3d., as against 5%d.
at the present time. I do not know whet
the prices were, but I have gathered that
an impression exists to the effect that the
farmers are gainimig greatly from the
higher price of bread, Now., I have heres
the- prices ruling for wheat from 1905 to
1914, prior to the war. Allowing 6d. per
bushel for freight and handling charges
the average price- for the 10 years was
3s. 4d. per bushel,

Mr. Taylor: The price has been lower
than that,

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes. in only one year
have I myself received less than s. per
bushel, and that was before the war. I
have received as much as 4s. od. Last
year, with the greatly increased prices of
farmers' machinery and requisites, the
growers who put thecir wheat into the pool
received only 4s. per bushel. The reason
for this was that the pool had made an
agreement with millers to supply a certain
quantity of wheat for the year and that
on the 17th April the millers gave notice-
to the pool of their wheat requiremets
for the year, and that the pool. kept th,t
wljeab for the millers. t'iifortunately for
thje growers, the price of wheat at that
time was very high. If we bad sold the
pool wheat then, we should have received
4s. (5d. per bushel. But after that caume
the slump, and the millers were not able
to take the wheat reserved for them byv
the pool. This inability arose from theo
fact that the Melbourne millers were able
to raise the price for local consumption
aad decrease the price for export, and our
millers could not compete at the latter
price. Consequently the pool had to accept
a much lower price for the -wheat which
bad been reserved. Thte Western Austra-
lian public got the bene-fit of 6d, par
bushel, and the growers lost 6d. per bushel.
As to preference to unionists, I have no
objection whatever to it, and my only re-
gret is that the principle cannot be applied
to the industry in which I nam engaged. It
is estimated that the average price thet
farmers will receive for their wheat this
year will be 4s. 3d. per bushel. To-day
4s. 3d. is not a whit better than S. 4d.
was before the war. This House hag de-
clared that the working mailt shall receive
a living wage, but the 2,800 men on the
Industries Assistance B8oard do not re-
ceive the minimium. or basic wage. Their
wage is 99. per day, and in order to gain
it they have to do contract work.

The Minister for Lands: The man on
the .A.B. does not get wages at all; be
gets advances.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Minister can put
it that way if be likes. But if the L.A.B.
settler fails to perform a certain amount
of labour, his sustenance is reduced. In
some cases it haa been reduced to 4.s. 68.
per day.

The Minister for Lands: Some men get-
ting Qs. do very little.
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Mr. LINDSAY: Some wages men get-
ting 99. do much less. As an employer of
farm labour-being here I have to engage
a man to take my place on the farm-I
greatly fear that if the rural worker is
brought within the scope of the Arbitra-
tion Act it will be a very bad thing for
the primary industries of Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Works: The rural
worker is under the Arbitration Act now.

'Mr. LINDSAY: But the rural workers
have not been brought under it as an
organisation. Let me illustrate to the
House the unreasonable demands occasion-
ally made by the unions which bon. inem-
hers opposite represent here. It was the
rural workers' log that practically brought
the farmers' organisations into existence
in 1911. Under that log the hours of
work were to be 48 per week, with a
stipulation that work should cense at noon
on Saturday. The wages ran from £2 10s.
per week upwards and keep. I shall not
go through the cntire log, but I wish the
House to realise the difference between
the conditions of to-day and those of 1911.
I have the latest demands made upon the
employers in Tasmania who have been
Ferved with the rural workers' log. Those
Tasmanian farmers are being served with
demnands for wages for harvest hands up to
£7 a week and keep. From £E5 to £6 a week
is claimed for dairying hands and up to
£6G for market gardeners. 'Up to £5 a week
with keep is souight for hop pickers and
for employees under 17, E4 a week with
keep) is demanded. Stack bilders (hay
or grain) and thatchers are, if the demands
be agreed to, to get 3s.t a day and keep;
drivers of reaper, thresher header, stripper
hinder, noid harvesters, f7 a week with keep.
For sjheaf pitchers, stockers, and gencrol
harvest hands £E6 per week with keep is
asked and for plough and drill drivers and
general farm hands £5 per week with keep.
Employees sewing wheat bags are, accord-
ing to the demands, to get 3d. per bag and
keep with a guarantee of £6 weekly and
keep. I will not go right through the whole
of the log, but here are some of the other
items: millet cutting and threshing, £5 10s.
weekly with keep; potato digging, Is. 9d.
per bag where the crops exceed three tons
per acre or 2.s. a bag where the crop is less
than three tons per acre; pea pickers, £5
10Os. weekly with keep; tobacco workers, £5
10s. weekly with keep; onion pullers, £5 log.
weekly with keep; genera) dairy hands, 15S
wookly without keep. Thu conditions pro-
ride for a s-hour week, with not more
than eight hours work in a day, without
overtime, from Monday to Friday, with
fowu- hours on -Saturday. I~t is possible for
rnufactmiring infinstrieq4 to pay hitrh wages
hecanse they eon pass them on. If I want
to buy an article from any of thos;e eon-
crned, I have to inquire about the price
and pay it or go without. When I have
something to sell, however, I have to dis-

pose of moy product in the world's market
and take what price I can get. Personally,
I do not mind the wages so much as I do
the limitation upon hours. If the 44-hour
week is to be applied to the agricultural
industry, it will mean a great reduction in
the acreage under the plough. Many men
will follow the line of least resistance and
put their land wider sheep. Many of the
primary producers in the eastern districts
cannot run sheep and they will have to walk
off the land. It goes without saying that
the Bill wilt be passed in this Chamber.
Although it is provided that the 44-hour
week shall obtain, one point has been over-
looked. The Arbitration Court has provided
a maximium of 48 hours per week. There
are some trades in connection with which
41 ho: r.; a week are worked. The decrease
in hours was granted owing to the trying
conditions or the unhealthy nature of the
indiistriei concerned. The effect of the pro-
piosal in the Bill will mean probably a
redution to 40 hours a week. If the hours
in industries having 48 hours are reduced
to 44 a week, it is likely that those
industries having a 44-hour week now will
have those hours reduced to 40, When the
Bill is dealt with in Committee, I hope
consideration -will he extended to the agri-
cultural industry and that that industry
will not be brought within the scope of
the measure.

On motion by 'Mr. Hlolman debate ad-
joun ed.

BILL-IREMIANTLE 'MUNICIPAL
TRAMKWAYS.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 9th September.
'Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [20.35]: Mm

lhers will agree that the proposal embodied
in the Bill is a step in the right direction.
The F3remnantle Municipal Tramways and
Electrie Lighting Board are taking steps to
provide facilities that the people in that
lacality desire. It is well known that tram-
ways alone are not sufficient to cope with
te necessary transport of passengers.

Trais are slow moving and therefore do
not cater adequately for passenger traffic.
It is necessary to provide a remedy that is
so essential in these days of quicker trans-
port. The Frenman tle Tram ways Board de-
sire to provide motor buses and they are to
he commended for doing so. In leading
countries and in congested areas the neces-
sity for providing additional transport
facilities has been recognised nd motor
buses are being introduced more freely.
They are more efficient and rapid and the
Frenantle Tramways Road~ are taking a
lead that should be an example to other.
districts.

Qouestion put nd passed.

Bill rend a second time.
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lA Committee.
Mr Lutey in the Chair: the Minister f or

Lands in charge of the Bill.
Clause I-agreed to.
Clause Q-Power to provide omnibus ser-

vices:
Ilion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I under-

stand the municipalities have eon--seated to the necessary expenditure of
money. I know also that the tramway
board wrill not have a monopoly in the
bus service;, but will have to accept
competition.

The 'Minister for Lands: I do not think
you! aced fear that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Bill
will give the board power to run omnibuses
anywhere.

The MIN1STER FOR LANDS: We have
down there a number of districts where ;we
cannot supply tramway services. We run
trains to Melille Park and to North Fre-
mantle, We do not propose to run motors
out there. These buses are required to
act as feeders to our tramways. For in-
stance, we run a tramwvay service to the
Ffenantle cemetery every quarter of an
hour. Beyond the cemetery is a large popu-
lation. We want the right to run buses
in that district as feeders to our trains, If
we neglect to do that, private buses
wuill be picking up the passengers out there
and running them Tight through to the town.

Mr. Thomson: The Bill will not debar
any private company from running buses?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, we
merely ask authority to run buses in
addition to our trains.

lion. Sir Sames Mitchell: What about
the Minister for 'Railways?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
no railways at all in those districts. 'Under
our Act the local authorities have to borrow
maoney for the construction of tramway;,
and no capital expenditure can be made
without their consent. The Bill, however,
wilt empower the tramway board to pur-
chase buses out of revenue.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are tak-
ing power to inflict fines.

The MINISTER FORl LANDS: We must
have power to make by-laws to govern the
use of buses by the passengers. It has
nothing to do with running operations or
with the roads. In those respects we have
to eoihply with the Traffic Act.

Mr. TAYLOR:- I am glad the Bill has
been brought dowon. It may furnish a lead
for the Government to consider similar
action in respect of the tramway service in
Perth. If there be necessity for feeder
buses to the Fremantle traf~y system,
there is greater necessity for similar feeders
to the tramway Benvice in Perth and elen
to the railways. I applaud the ahigaeity of
the Minister and his board of mana2ge-
ment in getting in earlyr with Ehtese bdnsea,
having lbt view what is haoplenilg lb Pifftb,
where buses are beconfing very popblktr.

[86]

Tramway employees in Perth are be-
Coining much concerned about this latest
development, and are making overtures to
the Minister controlling the tramways to
do0 something to minimise the possibility,
of buses entirely superseding the trains.
Fremnantle! is doing the proper thing. It
is the outcome of the Fremnantle tramns
being uinder a board of management. If it
hie good for Fremantle, it must be Still
better for the larger system in Perth.

'Mr. SAMPSON: I support the argument
of the member for Mt. Margaret. A big
principle is involved, anad Fremantle is to
be congratulated upon having given a lead
to the Government. We have the assurance
Of the Minister that the attitude of the
council is not that of the dog in the manger.
Thu object is to give the people a service
that they have not at present. The council
realise that motor buses can be ruan more
economically than tramns, and that the flexi-
bility of the internal combustion engine
renders it eminently satisfactory f or pas-
senger traffic.

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: The
people of Perth and surrounding districts
served by trains are in an entirely diftetent
position from those at Fremantle. They
have not to pay the same statutory charges
that the Fremantle people are by law Coma-
pelled to pay. The lowest amount we have
to provide on loans raised away beck in
1905, including sinking fund and depredia-
tion, is 11% per cent., and on loans which
have been raised since, we have to pay as
high as 16 per cent., including sinking
fund and depreciation. If we allowed motor
biases to come in and take traffic from the
trims, it would mean a direct charge on
the ratepayers, and we wish to avoid that.

Mr. Thomson: Then the Perth people are
not responsible for their trains.

The V1dITIBTER FOR LANDS: They
have not to pay the same statutory ehatges.
We shall hame the pleasure of handing over
to the council to provide roads for motor
busts a sumt of £4,200 surplus proft after
meeting all our heavy expenditure. We
want to convey the people to the trains. No
private person could compote against the
tramns, because it would pay us to run pas-
sengers from the outskirts to the tramwafy
termini in order to maintain our tramway
traffic.

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bin reported without amendment, and

report adopted.

Homse adjourned at 10.55 p-2h.
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